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Annexure - ‘C’

Erosion threatens historic Arimora IB

(The Assam Tribune)

KOHORA, April 11 - The historic Arimora Forest Inspection Bunglow (IB) near
the bank of the Brahmaputra deep inside the KNP, which happens to be very
popular with dignitaries coming to enjoy the scenic beauty of Kaziranga, is on
the verge of extinction due to massive erosion caused by the mighty river,
thanks to the indifferent attitude of both the Union as well as State
governments.

Right from the Central Ministers under various regimes to the Chief Minister of
Assam, everybody visited Arimora Forest IB only to express mere words of
concern towards the problem caused by erosion which has in fact washed away
a vast virgin grassland area of KNP (in Arimora) considered to be an ideal
habitat of the wildlife including the rhino, elephant, tiger etc.

Erosion had washed away more than 30 sq km area of the National Park in
Kaziranga. Arimora Forest IB which was 100 meters away earlier, is now almost
on the bank with Brahmaputa flowing just 28 metres away from the inspection
bunglow. On the other side of the IB there is a small Shiva temple constructed by
the department for the forest guards to worship, which is now just on the edge
of the bank . “Only the Shiva temple is somehow saving this IB,” said a forest
guard to this correspondent while visiting Arimora.

“Arimora has already lost its past glory . So many VIPs used to come here only to
give false assurances with regard to protection of Arimora,” said another forest
staff. Last year the Union Environment and Forest Minister Jairam Ramesh too
visited Arimora to note the situation.

Though the government has announced a scheme ( amounting to Rs 177 crore
and 56 lakhs ) for protection against erosion in Kaziranga, practically nothing
concrete can be seen on the ground in Arimora. The porcupines were erected
earlier to divert the water current and thus control the erosion but more needs
to be done . Sources said that though porcupines could be effective in terms of
diverting the current of water thereby reducing the impact of the force created
by the current, but the bank of the river Brahmaputra needs to be protected by
stone barrier so that not much damage could be done on the soil surface on the
bank.

The director of the KNP, Surajit Dutta said that something would be done soon
to get rid of the problem. He said that he had already drawn the attention of the
Union Government with regard to this situation in New Delhi and was quite
hopeful that some measures would be adopted to solve it. Now time is simply
running out. If the government is really serious about this problem, then
Arimora must be given first priority in terms of sanctioning of funds and other
resources.
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Annexure ‘D’

Extracts of Correspondences made by Park authorities

..... Another eviction drive was initiated in Bholakata Chapori near
Biswanathghat on 29-7-99 and 30-7-99 but had to be abandoned after
demolition of 128 huts due to hue and cry raised by organized groups with
vested interest. The aggrieved petitioners then filed writ petition in Gauhati
High Court in June’99. In November’'02, the Court ordered for de-novo
determination of the rights of the petitioners.......pertinent to mention here that
these cases were duly heard by the Collector and disposed off with no right

Reply to Central or title found in favour of the petitioners. ....two more writ petitions were
Empowered registered in 1999 & 2000 in which the Court had ordered to maintain status
Committee quo. The petitioners in this case were the same group whose objections were

constituted by  disposed off by the Collector finding no right, title or privilege in favour of the
the Supreme petitioners.
Court

It is also a fact that some of the poachers take shelter in the encroached
areas of the sixth addition. Some criminals also take shelter in the
chaporis after committing crime due to isolated location.

Director, KNP cee . . . .
...As of now - protracted litigation, inappropriate infrastructure and

inadequate man-power together with perpetual fiscal deficit are the stumbling
blocks in eliminating pressure of encroachment from the addition areas of
Kaziranga.
Letter to CCF, .. The presence of these encroachers is not only source of harbouring poachers
WL on Court onoccasion buttransmission of contagious diseases from domestic cattle to wild
cases on sixth animals cannot be ruled out, which will cause wide spread havoc and criticised
addition dated nationally and internationally......
September 2006

Letter to CCF, Iam of the strong opinion that our last attempt of eviction failed miserably

WL on eviction due to indirect political interference......inadequate arrangement to control

drive in sixth gathering of miscreants/people from the adjoining areas and chaporis due to

addition dated lack of river patrol etc and in case this year again we fail on some count, this
January 2001 area may go beyond retrieval subsequently due to one reason or the other.

...The eviction operation suffered a set-back as the joint party with Magistrate

had to retreat when faced with stiff resistance from the encroachers. It is

unfortunate that Hon’ble Minister......... who camped at Tezpur instigated the

religious minority community to offer resistance to eviction operation. On 31-7-

99, thousands of people gathered at Biswanath Ghat coming far off places like

Responding to Moirabari, Hojai, Nagaon, Singri etc and joined hands with the encroachers in

news item resisting eviction. In the evening the Hon’ble Minister addressed the gathering

“y illeoal and expressed his pleasure in making the eviction operation a failure.
DFO, KNP 0’230 1ega
?e erf N Court also issued stay order in eviction. Taking advantage of stay order and
Kaziranga” dated  gtrong political backing, thousands of people of suspected nationality have

January 2001 sneaked into the different chaporis......

It is also worth mention that the encroachers intentionally name the chaporis by
the name of the adjacent revenue villages to confuse the Court to claim that
forest department evicted people from revenue villages....

[ was given to understand that the chaporis have become safe haven for the
criminals. The criminals take shelter in the chaporis after committing the crime
to evade arrest.
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