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CAG finds irregulanties
In BRS scheme benefits

Pensions to 2.3 L beneficiaries remained undisbursed

Z67.41cr

True: Strangers Meet-up
Time: 11.30 am
Venue: Lumbini Park

Chitrapuri Talkies Live
Time: 7 pm
Venue: 36 Downtown

Study Abroad Expo
Time: 12 noon
Venue: Hotel Indus

Telugu stand-up by Phani
Acharya

Time: 7 pm

Venue: Navika Cafe & Studio

Sparks-Intelligentia 2024:
Inter University Sports Fest
Time: 10 am

Venue: Malla Reddy College
of Engineering Technology

36th Hyderabad National
Book Fair - 2024

Time: 2 pm

Venue: NTR Stadium

REACH US AT
eventsatdc@gmail.com

IN | BRIEF

Bonthu Rammohan
to join Cong. today

Hyderabd: Former mayor
Bonthu Rammohan will officially
join the Congress on Friday. He
will take out a rally from the Sri
Kattamaisamma Mahalakshmi
Devasthanam in Begumpet and
reach Gandhi Bhavan. His wife
Bonthu Sridevi is the BRS cor-
porator from Cherlapally.

Rajitha Yadav
moves to Gong.

Nizamabad: Zilla parishad vice-
chairperson Rajitha Yadav
switched sides in presence of
Congress Bodhan MLA P.
Sudarshan Reddy, on Thursday,
even as senior BRS leaders were
reportedly in touch with the rul-
ing party to switch over.
Elsewhere, BRS municipal cor-
porators and former corpora-
tors joined Congress on
Thursday in presence of govern-
ment adviser Mohammad Ali
Shabbir. Former MLC Akula
Lalitha, TPCC vice president
Taher Bin Hamdan, Nizamabad
Congress president Kesha Venu
and others played key role in
their defection. A senior BRS
leader said they were not get-
ting support from the leader-
ship, and constituency-level
meetings had failed to boost up
the morale of the party cadre.

Sashank Reddy Guijjula and
Anupam Pedarla.

CO-FOUNDERS OF
EDTECH FEATURE
IN FORBES 30 LIST

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB

Hyderabad-based edtech
NxtWave’s co-founders
Sashank Reddy Gujjula and
Anupam Pedarla have been
featured in the ‘Forbes 30
Under 30’ for empowering col-
lege students in Tier 2, 3 and 4
cities, the only ones from the
Telugu states. The list recog-
nises 30 leaders for their
achievements across indus-
tries. This achievement for
NxtWave’s comes after it
raised Series A funding of Rs
275 crore last year.

NxtWave offers vernacular,
asynchronous, and online
cohort-based training pro-
grammes in Industry 4.0 Tech
career tracks for college stu-
dents, graduates, and early
professionals.

“We observed that there is a
gap in what skills industries
want and what the students
have. We are bridging this
through our paid online mod-
els. These courses make the
students job-ready. We give
placement assistance to the
students. We have already
placed several students. Our
plan is to partner with about
10,000 companies in two years
from the current 1,700 compa-
nies. These will recruit stu-
dents we train,” Anupam
Pedarla, co-founder and chief
operating officer at NxtWave,
told DC.

In four years, NxtWave has
built a student community of
more than a lakh across 3,500+
colleges across the country.

“This recognition is not just
a personal achievement but a
testament to the hard work of
the NxtWave team and our stu-
dents . Such recognitions moti-
vate us further towards our
goal of preparing our youth
for the tremendous opportuni-
ties in the technology sector,”
said Sashank Reddy Gujjula,
co-founder and head of cus-
tomer experience at NxtWave.

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

An audit by the Compt-
roller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) fou-
nd multiple irregulari-
ties in the implementa-
tion of flagship direct
benefit transfer (DBT)
schemes of the previous
BRS regime, including
but not limited to Aasara
pensions, Rythu Bandhu
and Rythu Bima.

The report said, on
average, pensions to 2.3
lakh beneficiaries —
roughly six per cent of
the total — remained
undisbursed from April
2018 to March 2021.

A cross-check of Aasara
beneficiaries and ‘Sama-
gra Kutumba Survey
(SKS)’ data revealed that
19 per cent of households
that did not figure in the
SKS data and 16 per cent
of households ineligible
for pension were includ-
ed as beneficiaries, indi-
cating ineffective verifi-
cation and identification
processes.

The CAG noticed irreg-
ular and inappropriate
sanction of pensions,
resulting in payment of
¥535.39 crore under the
categories of disabled
(71.90 crore), bidi work-
ers (3446.96 crore) and
single women (%1.70
crore) to more than one
member in a house-
hold.Similarly, analysis
of the Rythu Bandhu
data from 2018 to 2020 by
juxtaposing it with
Aasara pension benefici-
ary details revealed that
persons owning land
more than the eligible
limits — as prescribed in
the Aasara pension rules
— showed that undue
benefits of %67.41 crore
were given in the period.

Analysis of Rythu Bima
data from August 2018 to
February 2020, alongside
Aasara beneficiary
details, revealed that a
pension benefit of %90
lakh was irregularly paid
to 367 deceased benefici-
aries beyond their date of
death. Analysis of trans-
port department data, as
of May 2017, alongside
Aasara beneficiary deta-
ils, revealed that an
undue benefit of ¥51.98
crore was passed on to
ineligible beneficiaries
having four-wheelers.

Analysis of stamps and

X1,175 crore

paid to 2.02 lakh ineligible
beneficiaries

SCHEME-WISE IRREGULAR
PAYMENT TOTALS

RYTHU BANDHU
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The CAG found Telanga-
na state to be persistently
lagging in expenditures
on education and health-
care sectors, with eight
per cent and four per cent
allocations made respec-
tively in the Budgets dur-
ing the BRS regime. In
2021-22, despite increased
revenue receipts (at 26
per cent), the state failed
to register a revenue sur-
plus for a third consecu-
tive year while the BRS
government continued to
present “revenue surplus
budgets” every year, the
report stated.

As the state registered
a revenue deficit, it had
to borrow from the mar-
ket. The state govern-
ment will have to repay
%2,52,048 crore in princi-
pal and interest on mar-
ket borrowings by 2032-
33, which would put sig-
nificant pressure on gov-
ernment finances.

The other two fiscal
targets, namely ratios of
fiscal deficit to GSDP
and total outstanding lia-
bilities to GSDP, were
also not achieved by the
state in 2021-22. The rev-

enue deficit of 9,335
crore was understated
by %1,157 crore due to
non-discharge of inter-
est liabilities on account
of certain misclassifica-
tions between revenue
and capital expenditure,
it stated.

Apart from its total lia-
bilities of  ¥3,14,663
crore, the state is also
liable to pay principal
and interest on account
of its off-budget borrow-
ings (OBB) to an extent
of %1,18,955 crore.

Taking into considera-
tion the OBB and other
liabilities serviced from
the state Budget, the
ratio of debt to GSDP
would be 37.77 per cent,
which is 12.77 per cent
higher than the set tar-
get of 25 per cent, as per
FRBM Act. This is also
8.47 per cent above the
norms of 29.30 per cent,
as prescribed by the XV
Finance Commission.

They noted that there
was no progress in the
apportionment of assets
and liabilities between
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana after 2018-19,
indicating a lack of
emphasis on apportion-
ment.

registration data revea-
led that a benefit of
%31.42 crore was extend-
ed to persons involved in
the registration of assets
of more than %10 lakh
each. The beneficiaries
identified as ineligible
by the government were
not weeded out, resulting

in irregular payment of
%1,175 crore to 2.02 lakh.
Best Fingerprint Detec-
tion authentication fail-
ure for nine per cent of
the beneficiaries in Mar-
ch 2021 resulted in pay-
ments through biometric
authentication of the
panchayat secretary.

FUNDS FOR
2BHK HOUSES
DIVERTED

NABINDER
BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

The CAG revealed that
the BRS government
failed to identify benefi-
ciaries for the 2BHK
scheme, rendering a pur-
poseless expenditure of
%3,983.68 crore incurred
on the houses.

In the GHMC limits,
out of the one lakh hous-
es that were sanctioned,
construction of 48,178
houses were completed,
work underway in 45,735
units were in progress
while construction of
6,087 were stopped mid-
way or not taken up.

It said 96 per cent of
completed houses rema-
ined unoccupied for peri-
ods from less than six
months to more than 36
months, as government
failed to identify benefi-
ciaries. In the MA&UD
department, there was
an inordinate delay in
completion of sewage
treatment plant (STPs).
Construction of STPs
and underground drain-
age system in Suryapet
municipality was award-
ed to Ramky Infrastru-
cture Ltd in 2009 for
22.28 crore with an 18-
month deadline. The
contractor executed the
works valued at %17.26
crore and was paid
%16.21 crore in March
2018.

However, the govern-
ment closed the work in
the same month.

Revenue for 20-21 amounted to<1,00914 cr

MOULI MAREEDU I DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

The state’s total revenue
for 2020-21 amounted to
%1,00,914 crore, including
66,650 crore in taxes.
The remaining 34 per
cent was through non-tax
revenue (26,101 crore)

and funds received from
Centre (12,691 crore) and
grants-in-aid of 15,471
crore. The CAG report
said a detailed scrutiny of
1,456 registered docu-
ments of stamp duty and
registration fee revealed
under assessment valu-
ing of %3.44 crore in 347

Intuc leaders meet Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on
Thursday to invite him to the birthday celebrations of
Intuc president Dr G. Sanjeev Reddy.

Intuc invites CM to
Sanjeev Reddy bday

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

The state wing of the
Indian National Trade
Union Congress (Intuc)
on Thursday invited
Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy to attend
the birthday celebrations
of Intuc president Dr G.
Sanjeev Reddy at the
Osmania Medical College
on February 18.

Intuc-TS general secre-
tary R.D. Chandra
Shekar, and trade union
leaders Y. Naganna Goud
and V. Bhasker Reddy
called on Revanth Reddy
and extended the invita-
tion.

4’*

@ DR SANJEEV REDDY, a
freedom fighter and
Congress Working
Committee, is a former
MP and minister. He has
been a major trade union
movement for 75 years

Dr Sanjeev Reddy;, a free-
dom fighter and Congress
Working Committee, is a
former MP and minister.
He has been a major trade
union movement for 75
years, and his presence
would add grace to the

celebration, Intuc-TS
leaders told Revanth
Reddy. The event is

expected to see several
dignitaries and well.

documents. As regards
motor vehicle taxes, non-
raising of demand led to
non-realisation of quar-
terly tax of %6.18 crore
while non-levy of penal-
ty of %3.09 crore from the
owners of 5,121 vehicles.
In 26 offices, fitness cer-
tificates of 1,33, 871 vehi-

cles were not renewed
resulting in non-realisa-
tion of FC fees amount-
ing to 210.62 crore.

The land revenue in
four offices was short
levied due to incorrect
classification and incor-
rect adoption of market
value of the land.

Oscar award winner M.M. Keeravani
shares a light moment with RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat at Ghatkesar
in a programme titled swara jhari on
— DEEPAK DESHPANDE

Thursday

Members of the BJP Mahila Morcha
being taken away by the police as
they protest in Hyderabad demand-
ing the arrest of West Bengal TMC
leader Shahjahan Sheikh accused in
Sandeshkhali violence.

— S. SURENDER REDDY

Kishan Reddy.

i A N i}
Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav
performs puja after laying foundation
stone for Komuravelli railway station,
in the presence of Union minister G.

Deepa Das Munsh| weI
comes Neelam Madhu
from Patencheru con-
stituency on Thursday.

NEELAM MADHU
JOINS CONGRESS

DC CORRESPONDENT
SANGAREDDY, FEB.15

AICC TS in-charge
Deepa Das Munshi greet-
ed BSP senior leader
Neelam Madhu Mudiraj
upon his entry into the
Congress, at Gandhi
Bhavan in Hyderabad on
Thursday. Madhu Mud-
iraj had lost the recent
Assembly elections from
Patancheru. He began
his career with the TRS
in 2001, but the party
never fielded him. TPCC
working president, B.
Mahesh Kumar Goud
congratulated him for
joining the Congress.

HC RELIEF FOR
MAHENDER GOUD

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

Justice Tadakamalla
Vinod Kumar stayed the
no-confidence motion
against Burra Mahendar
Goud, chairman of the
Bandlaguda Jagir Muni-
cipal Corporation. The
judge was dealing with a
petition filed by Goud,
challenging Rangareddy
collector’s approval to
convene the no-trust
meeting on February 16.
He said the 30-day dead-
line to approve of the
vote was over.

NO-TRUST TODAY
AT MANTHANI

Warangal: Eight BRS
directors, along with
three from the Congress,
said they would move a
no-confidence motion
against Challa Narayana
Reddy of the 13-seat
Kataram primary agri-
cultural credit society.
At the 13-member Man-
thani municipality, the
no-trust vote against
chairperson Putta
Shailaja, wife of BRS ZP
chairman P. Madhukar,
will come up on Friday.

MANY DEFECT TO
(ONG IN N’BAD

Nizamabad: Zilla pari-
shad vice-chair Rajitha
Yadav switched sides in
presence of Congress Bo-
dhan MLA P. Sudarshan
Reddy, even as senior
BRS leaders were report-
edly in touch with the
ruling party. Elsewhere,
BRS municipal corpora-
tors and former corpora-
tors joined Congress on
Thursday in presence of
government adviser
Mohammad Ali Shabbir.

< Assembly passes
Appropriation Bill

DC CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD, FEB. 15

The Telangana Appropri-
ation (vote-on-account) Bill,
2024 and The Telangana
Appropriation Bill, 2024 we-
re passed by the Assembly
on Thursday with the House
approving ¥78,911 crore to
meet the essential expendi-
ture for the first four months

Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka

of 2024-25 (April-July) fiscal

and

tional expenditure during

46,400 crore as addi-
cent

more than five to eight per
(considered as an

2023-24. acceptable limit) between

Deputy Chief Minister and budgetary allocations and
finance minister Mallu actual expenditure,” Bhatti
Bhatti Vikramarka, who stated.

introduced the bills, said

that

ment has introduced a 'real-

istic

crore for 2024-25 against the
%2.90 lakh crore budget pre-
sented by the BRS govern-
ment for 2023-24. He said the

BRS

sented budgets with inflated
figures by increasing outlay
by 20 per cent year after

year.

“Every year there used to
be a huge gap of 20 to 25 per

cent

allocations and the actual
expenditure, which proves
that they came up with unre-
alistic figures just for the

sake

budgets. We will present
realistic
ensuring that the gap is not

the Congress govern-

budget' of %2.75 lakh
Bhatti

government had pre- “The

Pointing out that the BRS
government presented ten
budgets totalling ¥14,87,834
crore from 2014 to 2023,

said it had actually

spent 12,25,326 crore, while
an overwhelming %2,62,518
crore remained unspent.

unspent funds were

those which were allocated
to poor and marginalised
sections for various welfare

schemes like dalit Bandhu

between the budgetary

of presenting jumbo

budgets while

and 2BHK housing scheme,
among others. This eventu-
ally resulted in imposing
cuts on welfare schemes,” he
said. Bhatti stated that the
Congress government allo-
cated ¥53,196 crore for imple-
mentation of its 6 guaran-
tees as per preliminary esti-
mates and funds would be
increased in the full budget.

ADVERTISEMENT

1. EME Depot Bn, Secunderabad invites application for following regimental
shops on contract basis:-
(a) Multipurpose Shop & Snacks counter (b) Photocopier Shop
(c) GiftShop (d) Provision Store
2. The Regimental Shops are reserved 100% in the following order of the

priority :-
Ser Cat Priority|Remarks|
(a) | War widows/ Widows of defence personnel killed | |
while onduty
(b) | Disable soldier/ Recruits/ Officer Cadets boarded out | |
on med ground
(c) | Ex-Servicemen Il
(d) | Spouse /widows of ex-servicemen v

3. Allotment of Shops. The shop will be allotted to the highest bidder as per
two bid system selection process. Firstbid as rebate amount quoted by vendor
in tender and second bid by open auction with H1 rebate bidding amount being
the benchmark for open auction.
4. License Fee & Rebate for Shops. On successful allotment of shops, license
fee generated by MES will be paid by vendor and monthly rebate amount fixed
post the auction will be deposited on monthly basis in Regimental Fund of EME
DepotBn, Secunderabad by the vendor.
5. Application for allotment of above regimental shops will be available from
EME Depot Bn, Secunderabad from the date of advertisement for 06 days on
payment of Rs.500/- (Rupees five hundred only) non refundable.
6. Last date of submission of documents in sealed envelope will be 10 days
from the date of publication of advertisement.
Second-in-Command

EME Depot Bn, PO: Trimulgherry

Secunderabad -

500015. State - Telangana

| iy |BRIEFS |

Senior BRS party leader P.L. Srinivas
and his daughter Alekhya were wel-
comed to the BJP by Union minister

G. Kishan Reddy on Thursday.

MODI WIND BLOWING, BJP TO
GET MOST LS SEATS: KISHAN

HYDERABAD:
atmosphere for
favourable and the party was confi-
dent that it would win most of the
17 Lok Sabha seats in the state, state
BJP president and Union minister
G. Kishan Reddy said on Thursday.
He was speaking at an event where
senior BRS leader P.L. Srinivas
joined the BJP along with his
daughter Alekhya. Kishan Reddy
said Srinivas had carved a special
place for himself as a politician.

The
the

political
BJP is

Member of Rajya Sabha Digvijay
Singh addresses media at Gandhi
— BY ARRANGEMENT Bhavan on Thursday.

National Council For Hotel Management
And Catering Technology
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NCHM JEE
2024

B.Sc. (HHA)

LAST DATE FOR REGISTRATION
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2/17/24, 12:59 PM Biometric attendance in schools uncalled for: CAG - Times of India

Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Biometric attendance in schools uncalled for: CAG

Feb 17,2024, 08.28 AM IST

Hyderabad: The state govt has incurred a wasteful expenditure of Rs 29 crore by implementing the Aadhaar-
Based Biometric Attendance System (ABAS) to record teacher-student attendance in schools without due
feasibility study and assessing technical data requirement, said CAG in its report.

After a lot of deliberations with stakeholders and changes in plans, the govt finally decided in 2018 to implement
ABAS in 9,349 schools of 12 selected districts, based on the results of the National Achievement Survey and on the
criteria of high dropout rate.

It was decided to provide 12,705 biometric devices and 9,349 |RIS devices at a revised cost of Rs 72 crore. During
the review meeting in March 2019, it was observed that only 64 per cent of teacher attendance and up to 16 per
cent of student attendance was recorded on the biometric devices for the period Oct 2018-Feb 2019. The huge
mismatch in student attendance was attributed to lack of updation of students’ biometric data in the Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) database.

We also published the following articles recently

SC refuses to entertain PIL on prisoner biometrics lawSupreme Court refuses to entertain PIL challenging
Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022, allowing petitioner to approach high court. Internet Freedom
Foundation alleges privacy safeguards missing; excessive power granted. Justices Khanna and Datta suggest
examining convicts, records, and biometric measurements in high court.107643510

Supreme Court refuses to entertain PIL on prisoner biometrics lawSupreme Court refuses to entertain a PIL
challenging the validity of the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022. Internet Freedom Foundation alleges

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/biometric-attendance-in-schools-uncalled-for-cag/articleshowprint/107768065.cms 1/2
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missing privacy safeguards and excessive power granted to authority. Petitioner allowed to approach high court.
Bench clarifies no comments on the merits.107639235
Two BIJP members clock 100 per cent attendance in outgoing Lok SabhaMohan Mandavi and Bhagirath
Choudhary, BJP members, achieved a perfect attendance record in the 17th Lok Sabha. Pushpendra Singh
Chandel had the most debates, while Sunny Deol and Shatrughan Sinha were notable absentees in
debates. 107659359
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