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any such fund. During
' 202425, the govt col-
d:Rs 4,169.3 crore as cess
‘nover of sales 6f motor -

h transferred to any
ifund,” the CAGreportno- |
jarat’s GSDFP registe-
ring growth of 10.2%against .

1g that the state’s GSDP
futed ' 8.1%of India’s
N , .

report said Gujarat’s
ealth is anchored by ro-
GSDP growth and an ade-
venue surplus. )
>iven the decreasein the -
e surplus in FY 2024-25,
ércontraction willneces-

increased relianceon -
et borrowings to finance
Al expenditure. ' This ge-
s potential risks to leng- .
ebt sustainability” the :

FY-2023-24, the report notes, . :
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‘Drugsstolen, eatenby |
rats: CAGslams g
drugsstorage, disposal |

ovton

. Rroée’durg fbrstorage&disposal ofdrugs

(ASPER THENDPS ACT AND SUPREME COURTORDERS) *

Auditor observes
FSLreportsinl2 . .-
P .o ALLDRUGS are to be properly
Cascs pendlng classified, carefully weighed -
f0r23y S . and sampled at the spotof -
.~ cars, , seizure. e o
.| applicationto AUSETEDGrugsareto
Voo T . . e deposited insafesor
mangtrate m vaults with double locking
- systemindesignated
ASOIne casesnot godowns within 48 hours
fﬂed fOI' 6 ‘years‘ of the seizure. »
' o STATE ENFORCEMENT agencies.
Brendan Dabhi . are to.send samples of the seized
»Akmekdqbad;, March 25 drugs tothe state forensic science

T [aboratery.
THE COMPTROLLER -and

WITHIN 30 DAYS of receipt of

the forensic report, the seizing
officeristo make an applicationto -
the magistrate.

ONACCEPTANCEO fthe

= application, the seizing officer
7 should preserve the ceitified

inventory photographsand

samples drawn as prima

evidence. -

THEDETAILS are then sent to the
drugs disposal committee (DDC)
to presciibe the mode of disposal
of the drugs. L

Auditor General (CAG) of India
has slammed Gujarat’s home anic g

95 00030 403
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with a double locking system,
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'} Re189crore Was. short1e

Fimes ofF Fndid. 2H
fmes o7

CAGexposing590.ca;

g
i services were undercharged
: mstead of bemgbl.lledat'the

t of ‘déployed personnel, in-

! cluding house réht allowan:
i ce wherever applicable. But !
. and mltlated

tion remains pendmg in se- .

i an‘audit covering April 2023

. to:March 2025 found a start-
lmg pattern: many. ofﬁces ‘veralcas‘

~-were .billed : at

. publi¢ . revenue, with the

" uble the pay and allowances |

; smgleratesorpo—
i -ice officials just.
¥ got the math

» chAaezs

is ongomgandcor-‘

{ wrong. '
; The worst lap- i

{ se surfaced in the ofﬁce of

rective- steps will

the superintendént of poli- - . T
oce, Ahmedabadrural wherp .

i ed.aeross 302 ¢ cases ‘because

“i singlérates were charged in-

.steadof double.

‘Bharuch pohce under-re-
covered Rs 41.48 1akhi in 123. ;
cases for the same reason. In"’
-recovery’ ' was

" Meh§ana,
- short by a total of RS 15. 39
lakhm109 cases. .

3 and Ahmedabad ity police
also showed discrepancies,
driven by fa:.lure 1o

HRA and mcorrect apphca-

lmgvprocesses It also poin-

~ted to gaps in- supervision

across Units handh.ng such

: .deployments

the state govthug2025, but l

' Horesponsé wasreceived till
N - Novdespitereminders. -

* * SRPF Group IX in Vado-,' -
dara, ‘Gandhinagar police,

The CAG audit has also :
recommend'ed stronger in-

“ternal checks and un}form,

1D. ( CLS; .
stated that ‘verifi- .
_ cation of records .

e



Times of Inlit

Rats, theftCAGﬂags
‘gaps in drugs storage
& disposal in Gujarat

Times News NETWoRK

: Gandhinagar: The Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG) has flagged serious
i gaps in storage and disposal
of seized narcotics by Guja-
rat home department, citing
non-compliance with provi-
sionsof NDPSActand Supre-
me Court directions. The au-
dit found that large quantiti-

es of seized drugs went mis-.

: singacross police units, with
authorities attributing the
shortfalls to theft, destruc-
tion by rodents, drying and
moisture loss — reasons the
CAG said did not fully expla-
in the extent of the discre-
pancies. - -

.In several cases, dmgs re-
mained undlsposed of for pe-
: riods ranging from one year
! to 30 years. The audit recor-
i dedvariationsbetween quan-

i {ities seized and dlsposed of,
 with differences ranging

i from11.99% t093.21%. -
: The report, issued on

Wednesday, noted that dedi-

i cated storage facilities with
doublelockmg systems were

CRUCIAL LAPSES

@ No dedicated storage faciities
with double-locking system for

| seized drugs

@ Seized drugs kept in reguiar
rooenis instead of secure vaults

@ lnstances of theft, rodent

upto23 years

©® Drugs pending disposal for up to
30 years

not 'estal‘)lishe’d, and seized

drugs were not disposed of :

within prescribed timelines.
The ATSseized 2,968.476kgof
drugs between 2016 and 2023
in 33 cases. Of this, 650.582 kg
seized between 2019 and 2022
remainedundisposedof asof
Feb2024.

" While the CID Crime offi-
ce stated that all drugs were
disposed of between202iand
2024, theanditfound thatonly
4,177.86kgwas actually d1spo-
sed of, showingagap of 35%. :
The shortfall included theft

of 144.180kgof ganja.P4 - \

................

damage and detetioration of drugs |
.| @FsLreports pending for

26103122 16




e I‘P-POI't by the Comp-
oller and Auditor Gene-
ral (CAG) has pointed to-
-amajor compliance gap
fstate s transport admini-

. ‘Centrol Certificate (°UCC) of

' " s ,hon _that Pollution Under :

- 3913 Iakh vehicles had expired

! before Dec 81, 2023-and had not .

w.s

beenrenewed asof March 2024:

1. Raising concerns over en- | -
. forcement of emission horms :

-~ and pub].lc health safeguards,
' theCAG reportalsoshows that '
. ‘owners of 69,26,536 vehiclesre-
. glstered between April 1, 2009

. and March 31, 2019 did not re-

* new the PUCC even once du-

- April 2019 to March 2024, This

indicates that a large number

*-ed to operate for years without

penod.lc emission checks,

« The audit has also flagged

" authorities’ failure to ensure

only validly registered vehi-

* cles remain on the roads.

Potentlal renewal fees of

58860rore. oo

.of vehicles may have continu- . |:

- 'ring the five-year period from | .

T €S 0§ Tndid, 26]312e24

approvals m protected areas

S TIMES Newstrwom(

“anditor . - geheral

rious violations in road wi-

demng prolects and land- )
! Guja-

- withouf gettmg the manda-

tory clearance from - -the

Union ministry.of ényiron-.

‘ment, forest. and chmate
change(MoEFCC)

These are areas where.'

_development activity is

- tightly regulated precisely

- because of thelr ecolo 'cal
fragility. -

The audlt also ﬂagged,
' w1despread mlsuse_ of no.

= the, comptro]ler and ‘

 (CAG) has found se-

; cases: S
where NA pern igsion was:.
‘granted betwee May 2019
and Nov 2024, wi out NOC

Representational ple

curmg the‘requed NOC
" fromtheforestdepartment,
whlle some permlssmns-‘ -

went. even . further than

what the NOC had authori-
sed. )

-'CAG 1dent1ﬁed 35 such
cross; "1 ‘xv111ages

) tha .
" chief conservatdr of fo-

oI other cases‘ d1strict .
collecors issued: NA per— :
i fir

-sensitive : zones
“when they should arguably
"betreated as prohibited, gi- -

hem were land_:
iE jvit] - S i _Va,k1lometre.
1 tedin v1rectv1olat10nof thef,of.‘the Blacjkbuck Natlonal‘

Park and Jambughoda 1
rWﬂdh.feSanctuary -Zones r
|
|
1

where constructmn is sub-

jecttostrictrestrictions.

In six more cases, NA
permissions. were granted
for “multipurpose” -use,
even though the'NOCs had

Bl been issued only for speci-

) 'fic purposes such as eco-tor
“urism, commerclal orresi-
K dentlal activity.

. Phereport also pointed
' five instances, the

rests (wildlife circle), Juna-

‘gadh, had specifically. re-
. “commended that NOCs sho-
- ‘uld not be issued, yet the

chief wildlife warden over-

" rode those recommenda-
‘tions and approved them

anyway
~The audit further noted -
thathanaskantha, petrol

‘puinps were classified as

“regulated” activity ineco~ .
(ESZs),"

veénruleson hazardous cher

* micals;

In Gir East solar plants
were allowed as'.-“green
technology", even th

~dctivity, a" categorisation

that would have mggered a
str1cterrev1ew .
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'cent of state 1¢

fiscal stress could mte1181fy |
to the pressiiré; 43.1 per cent’c

.public debt is due for re ayme
within the next five to seven years,
which could strain future cash flows;

 Unsettled liabilities of approxi-: "~ CIOI
- mately Rs 12,383 crore remain, pri- - - _’
manly from the. New Pension
Scheme and cess funds. If brought - Wi
into account, these could: ‘substan- .
tially revise both'the fiscal deﬁcit and‘ :

revenue surplus figures. - S
B Capital expenditure stands at

2436 .per. cént ‘of total spending, .

indicating continued invéstment ini

infrastractire and development -

Stamp duty Iosses

Revenue leakagein stamp duty runs .-

-across-several categories. In 173 land
. use conversion cases, including resi-
dential, industrial, commercial,
-mixed-use and new tenure to old
. tenure, premium under-recovery

came to Rs 55.16 crore. .
" Incorrect -application. of ]antn
' (government valuatlon rates) or

The report »notefs th :12,82 per' :

eshold, beyond which -

“Gandhinagar, 10,
“of goyernment land was allotted free .

‘recoverdues ' - }

t stamp duty ,
In thiree cases under the office ofthé |
dditional Chief Secretary in
917 sq. metzes .

of zeveriue to AIIMS New Delhi,
Children’s University* ‘Gandhinagar -
and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Vadodara. No stamp duty was levied
or stipulated as a condition during -
allotment, resultmg in 2 loss. of Rs
29.97 crore. . .
Similar issues were observed in
allotments to GIDC in Jambusar vil-
lages and to Kendriya Vidyalayas,
municxpalmes, industries, trusts arid
societies across seven districts. The.
department has. issued notlces to.

Yhe Comptrol-
Ier and Audi- -
- tor General
' of India has
- raised concerns about
Gujarat's rising debt
-and interest burden,
while flagging signifi- -
- €ant revehue losses in
stamp duty collection
due to undervalya-

. tlon of properties. The CAG report on

. 2024-25” was tabled in the A ssem
B of the Budget Sessmn -

“State. Fmances of Gu]arat
bly on Wednesday the final day.

' CONTINUED ONpAGE2» |
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il AR,
4k utilisation
certificates not
submitted by
March 2025’,5' ’

Express News Servic
Gandhinagar, March 25 ’
areiey o

IN ITS report for the state fi-
nances for the year 2024-25, the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India has raised the issue
related to delay in submission
of utilisation certificates (UCS)
of the purposes for which
grants-in-aid (GIA) have been
" jssued and which are essential
to be obtained and sent to the
Principal Accountant General
(A&E) within stipulated time.

The CAG has noted that as
many as 4,258 UCs in connec-
tion with GIA worth Rs 7,431
crore given to 18 departments
of the state government be-
tween 2001-02 t0 2023-24 were
not submitted till March 31,
2025.

Wwith that, the CAG has rec-
ommended instituting a rigor-
ous monitoring mechanism for
the compliance of the legal
provision in this regard.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of UCs for transparency
of accounts, the report noted, |
"UCs are essential in obtaining
assurance that the grants have |
been utilised for the prescribed..|
purposes. The delay in sub-’
mission and incorrect informa-
tion in UCs give rise to risks of
misappropriation..." -

Pointing out the delay in
submission of UCs for multi-
crore GIA, the report stated,
vAudit scrutiny revealed that
4,258 UCs in respect of GIA ag-
gregating Rs 7,431.84 crore,
given to 18 Departments ofthe
State Government from 2001-
02 to 2023-24, had not been |
submitted as of 31March 2025."
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‘NO RTO Has
Automated

Track For Heavy

Vehicles’

@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: The Comp-
troller and Auditor General
of India (CAG) pointed out
that electronic sensors at
automated driving  test
tracks (ADTTSs) in seven Re-
gional Transport Offices
(RTOs) in the state were da-
maged or inoperabje, Also,
no RTO in the state had
ADTTs for heavy motor ve-
hicles,

The CAG reporttabled in
the assembly stated, “The
availability of a well-desig-
ned and maintained testing
trackisa brerequisiteforad-
ministering Droper driving
tests. An ADTT js 5 fully
computerized driving test
track equipped with electro-

Tires of Prdja. 31412026 v

AMe, -1

Properly wag

Greport States.

* Wheeler drivers,

The CAG report pointed oyt Several lacunae at RTQs in

the state R

ched the sensor Pole. “The
only system that functioneq
the one that :
tracked the time limit for
each stage of the test,” the

The officer said that in !
Ahmedabagq, thefailurerate ;
Was15% among two-wheeler
riders anq 53% among four-

The officials said eight
TOs do not haye ADTTs
and continue to yge the old

nic sensprs tomeasurea dri- sensors, whether or notany gsystem for driving tests, Ha-
ver’sskilland torecord theijr vehicle had touched the bo. reet Shukla, principal secre.
movements durir;g thetest.” undaries while attempting tary, ports anq transport, ga-- 3

ysthat “By the endof the ye-
ar, all test trackg will be AI-
monitored.”

the test, was being monito.
red through visual inspec-

light motor vehicles (LM Vs) tion,” the CAGreport States,

and 23 ADTTs for two-whee- port  department .. The CAG report stated . ;
lers.were in operation in 23 officials said that the agen-  that RTOs in Sabarkantha, :
RTOs of the state. These Cy’s contract to monitor and Rajkot, Kheda-Nadiad, Gir- ;
ADTTSs were being operated  maintain thesensors hadex-  Somnath, anq Jamnagar djq
by RTO staff. In seven of the pired, which is why RTO not have separate rooms or
nine RTOs and ARTOs, in- staff were monitoring the halls with functional sy- ¢
cludingAhmedabadand Su-  ADTTs. The officials sajd stemsfordisplayingtutorial
rat, the sensors at the two- that, with the help of came- videos, - 3
wheelerand LMV testtracks rag and a radio—frequency Face-recognition came- :
identification (RFID) sy- ragwere not installed or we- :

were damaged or inoperab-
stem, the duty inspector wo-

le. So, these ADTTSs were be- 0 i
ingoperated by RTOstaff. uld monitor ADTTs andfail in seven RTOs, excluding
“In the absence of the the candidate if they tou- Ahmedabad ang Vadodara.
3 RSt A e thN sy ersessonaca b . e L LTPTY S SR S Soese

re not in working condition :
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Ahmedabad: A staggering
21.9 lakh vehicles of Gujarat,
oratenthof thetotal vehicles,

i move merrily on the state’s
! roads without the High Secu-

{ rity  Registration

Plate

i (HSRP), which the state govt
i made mandatory in Dec 2017.
i Oct2019 was thefitment dead-
¢ line.

The troubling number of
vehicle owners flouting the
rule was flagged by a recent
Comptroller and Auditor Ge-

: neral(C rt.

.
.
.
.

i 'thetransportdepartmenthas

The CAG pointed out that

i also failed to enforce the rule
' requiringall vehiclestocarry

i

an up-to-date Pollution Under
Control Certificate (PUCC),
with the errant vehicles bal-
looning to 69.2 lakh. These ve-
hicles were registered betwe-
en April 2009 and March 2019
and did not have the PUCCre-
newed even once from April
2019 to March 2024.

The report stated that the
| auditof VAHAN data showed
that21.91akh vehiclesregiste-

red between April 2009 and
March 2024 did not have

.+ HSRP installation details.

at vehicles’
still without HSRP

The state govt made HSRP fitment
mandatory in Dec 2017

About 2 crore vehicles were

registered in that period.

Sources in the transport :
department said that despite :
therulemandatingthatnove- :
hicle be delivered withoutthe :
HSRP, many dealers have be-

en disregarding therule.

“In some cases, it has co- :
me to our notice that the tem-
having :
caught the vehicle owner’s :
fancy, goes up on the number-

porary  number,

plate,” said a senior officer.

Many vehicle owners dod-
ge HSRP installation to avoid :
getting challans, the officer :

said.

» Continued on P3
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HSRP fitment
may be pending
In some cases’

»Continued from P1

he absence of HSRP

records points to two

possibilities: either
“the plates were never in-
stalled or the installation
‘data was"not uploaded to
theVAHAN system. -

The commissioner of
transport has said that
HSRP fitment may be pend-
ing in'some cases, or the fit-

- ment data may not yet have

T aSET Sesesessanssseaan e

¢ ‘beenuploaded.

As for Pollution Under
‘Control Certificate
(PUCC), the audit of VA-
HAN data revealed wide-
spread  non-compliance

. with rules in Gujarat.»

The Central Motor Ve-

i hicles Rules mandate that

; each vehicle must carry a

valid PUCC after one year

 * from thefirst registration.

cateas of March 2024.

"The certificate remains
valid for six months, while

Bharat Stage-IV and Bha- -

rat Stage-VI vehicles are
entitled to 12-month validi-

ty.
Theauditfoundthat39.1

lakh vehicles whose PUCC -

expired before Dec 31, 2023,
had notrenewed the certifi-

Another 69.2 lakh vehi-
cles  registered between
April 2009 and March 2019
did not renew the PUCC
even once during the five- - :
year period from April 2019 ' :

"to March 2024. :

Moreover, in 38.4 lakh :

cases,thePUCCwasrenew- :

ed only once in that period.

Among 54.7 lakh vehicles - :

registered between April
2019 and March 2023, own-

ers of 312 lakh vehicles ‘:
- failedtorenewthePUCCaf- :
ter the initial one-year ex- !

‘\q‘n_lption period.

(7)6 WO



OTENTIAL THREAT TO ROAD SAFETY, SAYS REPORT

Dver 16% of vehicles plying on

Gujaratroads ‘unfit’: CAG repo

Fitness certificates issued to vehicles
that do not have speed governors or
pollution certificates, the auditor says

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, April 14

. e )
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16 PER CENT of vehicles

plyu on the roads in Gujarat
were operating with invalid fit-
ness certificates, posing “a po-
tential threat” to road safety,
said the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) in its latest
audit report.

The report for the five-year

period beginning April 2019
was tabled in the Gujarat As-
sembly during its budget
session last month.

The auditor also found that

fitness certificates were issued
to a large number of vehicles
which do not have speed gov-
ernorsor ‘pollution under con-

trol’ certificates (PUCCs).

The CAG, which has au-
dited nine of the 37 Regional
Transport Offices in the state
including those in four major
cities of Ahmedabad, Vado-
Rajkot and Surat, has
found that of the 31.5 lakh reg-
istered vehicles under these
RTOs, nearly five lakh were
unfit to operate.

The state recorded a regis-
tration of nearly 75 lakh ve-
hicles across all its 37 RTOs in
the five year audit period of
which 2,28,397 transport ve-
hicles and 29,22,137 non trans-
portvehicles were registered in
the nine RTOs covered by the
CAG.

In its report, the CAG said
that the transport officers from
the Regional Transport Offices
(RTOs) and Assistant RTOs did
not take any steps to enforce
the safety provisions when the
vehicle owners failed to pro-
duce their vehicles for inspec-
tion and renewal of fitness and
PUC certificates.

Under the Central Motor
Vehicles Rules, ownersof trans-
portvehicles are required toget
their vehicles inspected once
every two years after registra-
tion, and once every year forve-

hiclesthat areeight yearsold or
older. The Motor Vehicles Act
prohibits plying of unfit ve-
hicles on road and also stipu-
lates that a transport vehicle is
not validly registered unless it
carries a certificate of fitness.

“These vehicles could be a
potential threat to road safety
as many of these vehicles were
being issued permits and there
’n no records to establish

he vehicles owners had
,submiyed any intimation re-
garding keeping their vehicles

| offroad? the reportstated. No-
| tably. these were mainly trans-
| port vehicles and other specific
vehicles, ie vehicles besides

personal passenger vehicles.

“The registering authorities
did not take necessary steps to
ensurethatonly the validly reg-
istered vehicles ply on the
roads. Though RCs (registra-
tion certificates) of 5,36,634 ve-
hicles had expired between
April1,2019 and March 31,2024,
the vehicle owners had neither
reported destruction/ incapaci-
tation of their vehicles nor re-
newed theRCs, Thus, there was
non-realisation of potential re-
newal fees of Rs 88.58 crore levi-
able for renewal of RC,” the
CAG report said.

Citingthe VAHAN (the cen-
tralised platform for registra-
tion of vehicles managed by the
Ministry of Roads Transport
and Highways) data, the CAG
noted that 1.95 lakh vehicles
whichdid not have PUC certifi-
cates were declared fit. In the
case of over one lakh vehicles,
either the pollution certificate
had expired when the vehicle
wasdeclared fitorthe PUC cer-
tificate was taken after the fit-
ness certificate was issued.

Vehicles were plying on
road without installing speed
governors, high security regis-
tration plate, and vehicle track-
ingsystemdevice (commercial
vehicles) in violation of the ex-
tant provisions which poses se-
curity and regulation risks.
Analysis of toll booth data re-
vealed that vehicles were ply-
ing on road in violation of the
existing motor vehiclelaws, the
auditor states.

Transportvehicles
sans speed governors

Onanalysisof VAHAN data
of vehicles registered between
April 2009 and March 2024, the
auditor observed that the
2,05,811 transport vehicles
manufactured between April
2009 and September 2015 did
nothavespeed governors fitted
on. As many 116 lakh vehicles
of these were declared fit, the
auditor noted.

Similarly, of the 4.46 lakh :
transport vehicles manufac-
tured without speed governors
in the period from October
2015, nearly 60 % of them were
issued fitness certificates.

As perthe Central Motor Ve-
hicle Rules, all transport ve-
hicles, except those
and manufactured on or after
October 1, 2015, were required
tohavespeed governorssetata
maximum of 60-80 kmph onor
before April 1, 2016.

Whenthe auditorsoughtan
explanation from the Commis-
sioner of Transport, the office
stated in September 2025 that

* CAG CITES SYSTEMICLAPSES, FAILURE OF OFFICIALS

WHAT CAGREPORT SAYS

® Transport officers from RTOs
and Assistant RTOs did not take
any steps to enforce the safety
provisions when the vehicle
owners failed to produce their
vehicles for inspection and
renewal of fitness and PUC
certificates

® Authorities did not take
necessary steps to ensure that
only the validly registered
vehicles ply on the roads

@ Vehicles were plying onroad
withoutinstalling speed
governors, high security
registration plate, and vehicle
tracking systemdevice in
violation of rules 7

OTHERMAJOR VIOLATIONS
PUCC VIOLATIONS

®In case of 39,12,554

vehicles whose PUCC

had expired before
December 31,2023, the vehicle
owners had not renewed PUCC of
their vehicles as of March 2024

®Owners of 69,26,536 vehicles,
registered between April 1,2009
to 31March 2019 did not get the
PUCC of their vehicles renewed

for even a single time during

the five years!period from

April 2019 to March 2024

@ Inrespectto 38,44,006
vehicles registered in 10 years
from April 1, 2008, the PUCC was
renewed only once in the five year
period of April 2019 - March 2024

@ Out of the 54,72,236 vehicles
registered in the four financial years
from 2019, 57% of the vehicles did
nothave PUCC after the initial
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The report for the five-year period beginning April 2019 was table‘d_/ 0
inthe Gujarat Assembly during its budget session last month.

0

VEHICLES WHOSE FITNESS CERTIFICATES’

EXPIRED (AS

15-20 YEARS OLD
59,395 (26,025
Vehicles: Fit- | Fitness certifi-
nesscertifi- | cates
cates expired during
expired before | April 2019-
Apr2019 Mar2024

. 85,420
Total vehicles with expired
fitness

default period of one year

® PUCC of 2,57,242 vehicles

conforming to BS IV/ BS Vlnorms
were renewed with a validity
period of less than one year while

13.99,962

OF MARCH2024) a2

il

LESS THAN 15 YEARS OLD

Vehicles Fit-
ness certifi-
cates

expired before
Apr2019

certificates

Apr2019-
| Mar2024

Total vehicles with expired
fitness

PUCC of 5,14,664 vehicles witho:
fuel emission norms prior to BS IV

were renewed for a period of more
than six months ranging between

201days and 2,401 days

“Theomission of speed governor data for more than sixlakh
vehicles, coupled with issuance of fitness certificates to a large

3
ol

number of them, indicates systemiclapses in enforcementand "
inadequate validation controls in VAHAN (portal) — CAGREPORT

fitment of speed governors was
ensured manually. The office of
the CoT said that the informa-
tion about the vehicles having
thespeed governors "could not
be updated on the portal".

Not finding the CoT's re-
sponse convincing, the CAG
said, “The claim of manual
verification does not address
the statutory requirement that
compliance with speed gov-
ernor norms must be ensured
and recorded before issuing a
fitness certificate. The
omission of speed governor
data for more than six lakh ve-
hicles, coupled with issuance of
fitness certificates to a large
number ofthem, indicates sys-
temic lapses in enforcement
and ncon-

trols in VAHAN. The specu-
lative possibility of some older
vehicles being offroad does not
justify fitness certification
without confirming fitment”.

When contacted, Commis-
sioner of Transport Rajender
Kumar told The Indian Ex-
press, “Many things have
changed since the audit was
conducted.”

The process

The CAG reviewed the rec-
ords of Portsand Transport De-
partment for the period from
April 1,2019 to March 31,2024
and between August 13,2024
and February 15,2025, Back-
end and front-end data of
VAHAN and SARATHI applica-
tions were checked and exam-

ination of records at the office
of Commissioner of Transpaort
and selected RTOs for the
period was conducted as part of
the audit. "

The 37 RTOs and ARTOs of
the State were classified based
on geographical locations -
North Gujarat, South Gujatal,|
Central and West.

These RTOs, ARTOs were
further categorised as high,
medium and low based on vol-
ume of transactions and rev-
enue collected during the

riod 2019-24.
P The nine RTOs - Ahmeda-
bad, Rajkot, Surat, vadodara,
Kheda, Sabarkantha, Jamna-
gar. Tapi and Gir somnath - &
were picked through sampling |
for the audit.

)

1,90,139/2,09,823~

Vehicles Fitness,

expired betweqni
i
e

AOH
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(SOURCE:BACK-END DATA OF THE VAHAN APPLICATIO” o1
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