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Graft to splurge CAG points out
1rregu]ar1tles against Behera

EXPRESS NE\'IS SERVIEE
@TPuram

- STATE Police Chief Loknath

Behera is in the dock over ri-
fles and bullets going missing
in addition to allegations of
fund diversion and splurging
on official villas and vehicles.
A report by the Comptroller

and Auditor General (CAG),

tabled before the Assembly on
Wednesday, raised serious al-
legations of corruptlon in
purchases major uregularl-
ties and compromising the
safety of the force, against the
DGP.

According to the perfor-
mance audit report, the mon-
ey used for constructing five
villas at Bhaktavilasom police
quarters in Thiruvanan-
thapuram was meant for staff
quarters for 30 upper subordi-
nates (Sub-Inspector and As-
sistant Sub-Inspector). The
report found that the Police
Chief diverted Rs 2.81 crore
for the purpose. The decision
tp redesign the project and
fund diversion happened be-
tween November 4, 2017, and
‘Angust 2018, Accountant Gen-
eral (General and Social Sec-

tor Audit) S Sunil Rajtoldme-
. operatlonal umts like CBCID.
Evenwhenanobjectlon was - !

: d1a persons.
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raised by the
ment, the SPC requested the

department to ratify his deci-

sion to construct five villas.
The diversion was unaccepta-
ble for CAG because the Mod-
ernisation of Police Force
(MOPF) guidelines clearly
stated that the benefit was
meant for u-pper
subordinates. =

The report also questloned
Behera’s penchant for luxury

- using the fund ‘meant for im-
proving operational effective-

ness of the force. MOPF guide-
lines prohibit theprocurement

of cars. Instead of making
good the shortfall of vehicles

in police stations, 15 per cent

of the 269 light motor vehicles
procured by the Police depart-
ment were luxury cars. These | °
cars were deployed for use of

high-level officers and non-

OMomonPS

depart-.

_up the shortfalt of ammunitlon

! CAG’s report
i Pina:ay;\ll}ayan, ChiefMinlster
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1won’t commenton
theissue.lt’sa
breach of privilege.
Sincethe
govemmentlsalso
involved in it, I'lt
glve an explanation
~ tothePublic -
Accounts Committee
Loknath Behera, state |
policechief 1

Charges agalnst Behera

#Diverted 22.81 crore meant for
constructing official residences
for himself and his |mmedlate

]umors

#CAG questioned his penchant
for spending lavishly on vehicles
instead of using the funds
meant for improving the ]
operational effectnveness of the
force

wAudit report has also accused
police department of covenng

The ‘ ngs of the CAG
report canbe examined
| ataseparatelevel. Weall
" know the procedures that
are followed in examlning the
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