Report: Road safety body
denied statutory funds
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
state government’s failure in
ensuring the promised funds
for Kerala Road Safety Autho-
rity (KRSA) has crippled the
efforts to improve road safety
measures in the state, obser-
ved  Comptroller N g
and Auditor Gene-
ral (CAG) during
the audit report on
revenue sector for
2017-18 submitted in
‘he assembly on
Wednesday.

The report finds
hat the govern-
nent didn’t release
38. 435.51 crore me-
nt for Kerala Road

safety Fund for 2008-09 to 2017-

8 despite clear provisions in
tatutes. “The government
lidn't take any steps to rectify
md the KRSA was unable to
1ot funds for projects identi-
ied for road safety,” notes the
eport.

As per Section 11(3) of the
KRSA Act, 2007, 50% of the
compounding fee collected in
the previous year should be
transferred to KRSE As per
rule 3 (4) of the KRSA rules,
2007,1% of theroad safety cess
collected by the motor vehi-
cles department may be char-
ged for expenditure
and the balance shall
betransferred to KRSE

The audit report fo-
und that during 2014-15,
the police levied Rs
45.83 crore as compo-
unding fee using 100
speed detection came-
ras installed by Kelt-
ron. But, only Rs 14.70
crore from this was
transferred to thefund.

The audit is critical of the
organisational set up of the
KRSA. “The KRSA didn’t ma-
intain any information about
the present status of imple-
mentation of projects, amo-
unt pending with implemen-
ting agencies after completion

of projectsand up todateacco-
unt of refunds regarding
completed projects. This could

"lead to shortage of funds with

KRSA and affect the sanctio-
ning of projects,” notes the re-
port.

The audit also found that
districtroadsafety councilsal-
so didn’t comply with rules.
DRSCs didn’t send any report
or return to the road safety
commissioner as mandated
by Section 23 of the KRSA Act.
KRSA didn’t prepare annual
report and submit to the go-
vernment as mandated by the
rule. The government also
didn’t nominate experts to the
district councils, finds the re-
port.

The CAG report also notes
that the shortcomings when
pointed out during the exit
conference were approved by
the government. Officials as-
sured the audit body that the
issueof shorttransfer offunds
would be taken up by the fi-
nance department.



