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Telangana Tops C-Section Deliveries: CAG Report
Telangana

DC Correspondent
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The rate of Caesarean section (C-section) deliveries in Telangana exceeded the national average by a huge
margin, said the performance audit report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) on public health

infrastructure and management of health services for the year ended March 2022. (Representational Image:
DC)

Listen 
Hyderabad: The rate of Caesarean section (C-section) deliveries in
Telangana exceeded the national average by a huge margin, said the
performance audit report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) on
public health infrastructure and management of health services for the
year ended March 2022.

In Telangana, C-section deliveries increased from 56 to 62 per cent of total
institutional deliveries between 2017-18 and 2021-22. According to data of
National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-4 of 2015-16, only 17.2 per cent of
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births nationwide were delivered via Caesarean section, compared to 57.7
per cent in Telangana. By NFHS-5 of 2019-21, these figures rose to 21.5 per
cent nationally and 60.7 per cent in Telangana, the CAG report said.

Also Read - 40-year-old man dies in hit-and-run case in
Hyderabad

What was the percentage of C-section
deliveries in Telangana as per the NFHS-5
of 2019-21?
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57.7%
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The report also revealed that in 23 out of the 33 districts in the state, more
than 50 per cent of total deliveries were of C-sections. Peddapalli district
reported 36,358 deliveries through C-setions, the highest, which amounted
to about 80 per cent of total deliveries. The lowest percentage of C-section
deliveries (27 per cent) was in Kumaram Bheem Asifabad district at 10,014.

While the state is higher than the national average in institutional
deliveries, the number of C-section operations is also high in rural and
urban areas. The state had 97 per cent institutional deliveries as opposed
to India’s 88 per cent.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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40-year-old man dies in hit-
and-run case in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: An unidentified

person was killed in a hit-and-run

case here, police said on

Sunday.The deceased, an...
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Moderate rains likely in
Telangana over next two days:
IMD

Hyderabad: Telangana is very

likely to witness light to moderate

rains at a few isolated places over

the next two days,...
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Hyderabad SHE Teams nab
305 persons for teasing,
misbehaving with...

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad SHE

Teams took decisive action,

apprehending 305 individuals for

teasing and misbehaving with...

5 August 2024 12:40 PM
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6 gates of Nagarjuna Sagar
Project opened to release
30,000 cusecs...

Hyderabad: Telangana Irrigation

department officials on Monday

opened half a dozen crest gates

of Nagarjuna Sagar...
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CAG: Rs 1,261-cr not accounted for in KCR Kits
Telangana

neeraj kumar

3 August 2024 12:18 AM

The CAG report pointed out that a significant number of registered beneficiaries of 9,357 at the ANC stage, 8,425 at
the delivery stage, 21,079 at the first immunisation stage and 80,804 cases at the second immunisation stage had not

received payment for over three years (up to 2019-20).


Hyderabad: Records of year-wise payments towards the BRS government’s pet initiative ‘KCR Kit Scheme’ to the tune of
Rs 1,261.67 crore are not available for audit purposes. This was exposed by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
report on public health infrastructure and management of health services for the year ended March 2022. The report
was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on Friday. It nails the BRS government for not providing details after it claimed
that 13,90,636 individuals had benefitted under the direct benefit scheme.

Also Read - 40-year-old man dies in hit-and-run case in Hyderabad
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The government had claimed that all measures were taken to clear the dues from time to time for the KCR Kits scheme.
But, the CAG failed to get the year-wise details.

The scheme was implemented to improve instances of institutional deliveries and to improve infant mortality rate (IMR)
and maternal mortality rate (MMR). The government was to pay Rs 12,000 for boys and Rs 13,000 for girls born during
deliveries at government healthcare facilities.

Also Read - Moderate rains likely in Telangana over next two days: IMD

The CAG report pointed out that a significant number of registered beneficiaries of 9,357 at the ANC stage, 8,425 at the
delivery stage, 21,079 at the first immunisation stage and 80,804 cases at the second immunisation stage had not
received payment for over three years (up to 2019-20).

The health department had stated in December 2022 that payments would be released to the beneficiaries based on
the availability of funds. However, the government had claimed that Rs 1,261.67 crore had been transferred to over 13.90
lakh beneficiaries.

The government had told CAG that the KCR Kits data indicated 99.9 per cent of institutional deliveries in 2022-23 and
that as per National Family Health Scheme- V, Telangana stood fourth in the country in institutional deliveries. It was
also stated that the state was focusing on ensuring 100 per cent safe institutional deliveries for reducing MMR and IMR.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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CAG:R1,261 cr 
not accOunted 
for in KCR Kits 

NEERAJ KUMARI DC 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2 

Records of year-wise pay 
ments towards the BRS 
government's pet initia 
tive "KOCR Kit Scheme' to 
the tune of 1,261.67 crore 
are not available for audit 
purposes. 

This was exposed by the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) report on 
public health infrastruc 
ture and management of 
health services for the 
year ended March 2022. 

The report was tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly 
on Friday. It nails the BRS 
government for not pro 
viding details after it 
claimed that 13,90,636 
individuals had benefitted 
under the direct benefit 
scheme. 

age 3 

The government had 
claimed that all measures 
were taken to clear the 
dues from time to time for 

the KCR Kits scheme. But, the CAG failed to get the year-wise details. 
The scheme was imple mented to improve instan ces of institutional deliv eries and to improve infant mortality rate 

(IMR) and maternal mor 
The government was to 

pay 12,000 for boys and 
Z13,000 for girls born dur 
ing deliveries at govern 
ment healthcare facilities, 
according to the report. 

The report pointed out 
that a significant number 
of registered beneficiaries 
of 9,357 at the ANC stage, 
8,425 at the delivery stage, 
21,079 at the first immuni 
sation stage and 80,804 
cases at the second immu 
nisation stage had not 
received payment for over 
three years (up to 2019-20). 

Page 9: CAG nails graft 
by BRS govt 

tality rate (MMR). 



SHORT AKES 
CAG NAILS 

CORRUPTION BY 
BRS GOVT 

FROM PAGE 1 

The health department had 
stated in December 2022 that 
payments would be released to 
the beneficiaries based on the 
availability of funds. However, 
the government had claimed 
that 1,261.67 crore had been 
transferred to over 13.90 lakh 
beneficiaries. 

The government had told 
CAG that the KCR Kits data 
indicated 99.9 per cent of insti 
tutional deliveries in 2022-23 
and that as per National 
Family Health Scheme- V 
Telangana stood fourth in the 
Country in institutional deliv 
eries. It was also stated that 
the state was focusing on 
ensuring 100 per cent safe 
institutional deliveries for 
reducing MMR and IMR. 
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Telangana Govt. Diagnostics Labs Not Open 24/7 As
Claimed: CAG Report

Telangana

DC Correspondent

3 August 2024 10:13 PM

Officials of Telangana Diagnostics denied the claim with regard to the rejection of samples. They said all reasons for
the rejection of samples were listed on their data management system (DMS).


Hyderabad: Laboratories of the state-run Telangana Diagnostics, the nodal facility for conducting medical tests for
patients going to government clinics and hospitals, are not open round the clock as claimed by the previous BRS
government, a Comptroller and Auditor General report (CAG) has stated.
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Certain samples were rejected for reasons that could not be mentioned on record, said the CAG report on public health
infrastructure and management of health services tabled in the Assembly on Friday.

Also Read - 40-year-old man dies in hit-and-run case in Hyderabad

Officials of Telangana Diagnostics denied the claim with regard to the rejection of samples. They said all reasons for the
rejection of samples were listed on their data management system (DMS).

The Telangana Diagnostics programme was started in 2018 by the BRS government to provide free laboratory testing
and imaging facilities to the poor.

There are around 457 spokes (facilities from where samples are collected) in GHMC limits.

Also Read - Moderate rains likely in Telangana over next two days: IMD

These are usually 'basti dawakhanas' and primary health centres. Each district has a pathology testing laboratory and
there are 20 mini-hubs in GHMC limits where radiology services are provided.

The central hub of Telangana Diagnostics is located at the Institute of Preventive Medicine, Narayanguda.

On August 2, 2024, 7,828 samples were collected from 305 centres. The daily count of samples collected is around 8,000
at the central hub.

Also Read - Hyderabad SHE Teams nab 305 persons for teasing, misbehaving with devotees during
Bonalu

In 2023, over 71 lakh samples were collected in all, of which 50 lakh were from 30 districts and 20 lakh from two central
hubs — the other one being in Rangareddy. The laboratory also received accreditation from National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) for its quality testing services in 2023.

“At the time of sample collection, the reason for rejection like hemolysis (destruction of red blood cells in the sample),
temperature and others need to be mentioned in the data management system,” an official at the Narayanguda facility
said.

Former health minister T. Harish Rao previously claimed that the staff of Telangana Diagnostics have six-month arrears
in salaries. The programme officer was not available for comment on this,

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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Top Hyderabad Hospitals Lack Fire Safety Certifications:
CAG
Telangana
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3 Aug 2024 10:02 PM

Top government hospitals in the city, including Osmania General Hospital and MNJ Cancer Hospital, which
have thousands of in-patients and out-patients daily, apart from their attendants and hospital staff, are not safe

in case of fire accidents.


Hyderabad: Top government hospitals in the city, including Osmania
General Hospital and MNJ Cancer Hospital, which have thousands of in-
patients and out-patients daily, apart from their attendants and hospital
staff, are not safe in case of fire accidents.

The Comptroller and Auditor General's report tabled in the Assembly on
Friday stated that these hospitals mentioned above along with Niloufer
Hospital and King Koti District Hospital had not obtained a 'no objection
certificate’ from the competent fire authorities.
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MNJ Cancer Hospital and the Golconda area hospital were found to be not
having any firefighting equipment.

Fire accidents in any hospital can be dangerous as it involves the
complexity of evacuating patients who are oftentimes immobile. The BRS
government's role in these glaring lapses is startling.

The National Building Code of India mandates fire extinguishers in every
hospital to ensure the safety of patients, attendants, visitors and hospital
staff. Further, as per the guidelines of the Indian Public Health Standards
2012, 'No Objection Certificate' has to be obtained from the competent fire
authority to protect the patients, attendants, doctors and other staff and
the properties of the hospital from any fire incidents.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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Jogulamba Gadwal 
hosp. has no OBG, 99% cases refused 

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2 

(OBG) 
the hospital. 

The patients are. being 
accommodated in the female 
wards as the mother and 

1 child health centre is not 
fully functional. 

The Jogulamba Gadwal dis. trict hospital, with the state's third highest out patient cases, had a 64 per cent staff shortage, the max imum among 33 districts, according to the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report on public health 
infrastructure and 
ment of health services in 

manage 

Telangana. The report speci-
fied there were no sanc tioned posts for pharmacists in the district. 

The hospital had the third-most number of average out-patient cases per doctor per annum at 19,473, after 
Narayanpet and 
Utnoor. The hospital 
saw 93 patients per 
hour per counter as 
per the report, the 
highest of all districts. 

Most significantly, the 
hospital saw 13.24 stillbirths 
per 1,000 live births in 2021 
22, the highest in the State, 
ahead of 2.88 in Medchal. 

The report mentioned the 
absence of dedicated obstet-
rics and Wards decology 

Due to the lack of OBG 
ser Ces,, the referral-out 
rate the hospital was 99 
per cent almost all cases 
related to pregnant women 
and deliveries are referred 
to other hospitals. 

returns 

Between 2016 and 2022, twO 
maternal deaths occurred at 
the hospital but no review 
was conducted. "No specific 

" THE HOSPITAL had the 
third-most number of 
average outpatient cases 
per doctor per annum at 
19,473, after Narayanpet 
and Utnoor. The hospital 
COunter as per the report, 
saw 93 patients per hour per 
the highest of all districts. 

THE HOSPITAL saw 13.24 

highest of all districts and 
Stillbirths in 2021-22, the 

ahead of 2.88 in Medchal. 
response was furnished by 
non-conduct of the n 
the government regarding 

death review," the report 
maternal 

stated. The hospital had no 
specialised operation the 

atres for cardiac, 
gynaecology and trau 
ma care cases. It also 
did not have isolation wards for patients 

with cancer, AIDS, and 
even for infectious dis 

eases like measles and tuber 

The report observed that the standard operating pro cedures (SOPs) for 
safety were 

patient 
not available in 

the district hospitals of 
Jogulamba Gadwal, Medak, 
Medchal- Malkajgiri, 
Narayanpet, Narsampet and 
Tandur. 

The SOPs for disaster man 
agement plan for patient 
safety and monitoring com 
mittees were not available in 
the district hospitals of 
Jogulamba Gadwal, Medak, 
Medchal- Malkajgiri, 

Narayanpet, Narsampet and 
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri. As a 
result, the hospitals cannot 
prepare themselves for 
unforeseen events, the 
report stated. 

culosis. 
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CAG �les report on shortcomings in Telangana's
health department
The audit, covering the period from 2016-17 to 2021-22, studied seven departments
and programmes, including human resources, healthcare services, and �nancial
management.
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In its report, the CAG highlights a shortage of healthcare sta�, with a 45% vacancy rate across the department.
(Representational image)

Aarti Kashyap

Updated on: 03 Aug 2024, 7:31 am 2 min read

HYDERABAD: A Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report on Public
Health Infrastructure and Management of Health Services in Telangana
mentions various irregularities and shortcomings in the state’s healthcare
system.

The audit, covering the period from 2016-17 to 2021-22, studied seven
departments and programmes, including human resources, healthcare
services, and �nancial management.

Human resources shortage

In its report, the CAG highlights a shortage of healthcare sta�, with a 45%
vacancy rate across the department. The position of the director of medical
education (DME) had the highest vacancy rate at 56%. The posts of
associate and assistant professor in nine medical colleges were found
vacant, a�ecting the quality of education. The health department lacked a
policy for appointing specialist doctors and did not maintain a centralised
database of sta� deployment.

Outpatient services de�cit

The report says Fixed Day Health Services (FDHS) were not extended to
rural areas. Out of 3,206 sub-centres converted into Health Wellness
Centres, 122 lacked medical o�cers. Imaging equipment in healthcare
institutions did not have the required licences from the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board, and �re safety norms were not met in several district
hospitals.

Drug & equipment availability

The state failed to review and update the Essential Medicines List (EML)
and Additional Medicines List (AML) every two years, as required.
Medicines from 20 therapeutic groups were unavailable in most district
hospitals. Additionally, expired drugs worth Rs 390.26 crore were not
replaced in time, resulting in huge �nancial losses.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/author/aarti-kashyap
https://www.newindianexpress.com/author/aarti-kashyap


Infrastructure shortfalls

The report found a shortage of Community Health Centres, Primary Health
Centres, and Sub-centres, with de�cits of 69%, 25%, and 29%,
respectively. There was also a bed shortage, with 27,996 beds available
against a requirement of 35,004. Construction projects for healthcare
facilities were often delayed or incomplete, leading to unproductive
expenditure.

Financial management issues

The state’s expenditure on health was below the target set by the National
Health Policy (NHP) 2017, with spending ranging from 2.53% to 3.47% of
the total state Budget. The report also found irregularities in fund releases
under the National Health Mission, and Central funds for Covid-19
management not being reimbursed.

Immunisation, maternal health

The state showed improvements in TB case management and Measles
Rubella immunisation but performed poorly in oral polio vaccine coverage.
C-section deliveries were higher than the national average, with a notable
increase in private health facilities.

Sustainable developmrnt goals

Telangana achieved targets for Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) and Infant
Mortality Rate (IMR) in urban areas but fell short in rural areas. The state’s
per capita out-of-pocket health expenditure was higher than the national
average.
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Neonatal deaths in Tandur 
dist hospital are very high 
SHRIMANSI 
KAUSHIK | DC 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2 
The Vikarabad district 
hospital at Tandur has 
an alarming number 
neonatal deaths 36 reported in 2022-23, says .the CAG report that was tabled in the Legislative Assembly here 
Friday. 

While the numbers 
have reduced consistent 
ly from the 99 neonatal 
deaths in 2017-18, the 
report specifies the need 
for investigation into the 

On 

The number of neona 
tal deaths in DH at 
Tandur was very high 
and the government 
needs to investigate the 
specific reasons for such 
a high incidence of 
Neonatal deaths," the 
report mentions. 

The hospital is also fac 
ing a heavy shortage of 
staff and infrastructure, 
with about 61 per cent 
vacancies for doctors, 49 
per cent for nurses and 
64 per cent for pharma 
ceuticals. It does not 
even have specialised 
units for gynaecology, tr 
auma and ENT services, 

Despite these short-
falls, doctors see a large 
patient load with 16,673 
OPD patients per doctor 
per annum. 

114 

2016-17 

99 

2017-18 

DH TANDUR 
NEONATAL 

DEATHS 
4 

2020-2141 
2021-22 38 2022-2336 

2018-19 2019-20 

(Source: CAG report) 

OPD services for obstet 
rics and gynaecology 
(OBG) and paediatric 
(PD) are presently deliv 
ered through the MCHC 
(Mother and Child He 
alth Centre) in the dis 
trict. 
There is no specific 

operation theatre for car 
diac, gynaec and trauma 
care. It is without any 
functional equipment, 
while the government's 
response to the same was 
that the cost of repairing 
the equipment would be 
around 50 per cent of the 
equipment cost, hence, 
they would rather go for 

Meanwhile, the district 
coordinator for health 
services, Tandur, Dr. 
Pradeep Kumar denied 
the claims in the report. 

The hospital is located 
in a remote area border 

"THE HOSPITAL is 
also facing a heavy 
shortage of staff and 
infrastructure, with 
about 61 per cent 
vacancies for doctors, 
49 per cent for nurses 
and 64 per cent for 
pharmaceuticals. 

ing Karnataka but it is 
functioning 
The he MCH hy well. 

ranks 
among the best with 
around 458 deliveries 

being done on an every 
day average," Dr. Prad 
eep Kumar pointed out. 

He said that the hospi 
tal's 25 doctors attend to 
800-1000 OPD patients 
every day. 

"The MCH also takes 
referrals from hospitals. Even termia 
ly ill patients are sent 
here and hence the high 
number of deaths that 
are shown in the report," 
he added. 

He said that the equip 
ment is functioning wel. 
While trauma patients 
are extended services in 
the hospital, having car 
diac 0Ts are not possible 
in any district hospital, 
he said. 

in 
be 
22 

N 

bi 
de 

high neonatal fatalities. 

the report points out. 

new equipment. 
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CAG Finds Telangana Doctor-Population Ratio Below
National Average

Telangana

DC Correspondent

2 August 2024 10:40 PM

The CAG report highlights critical vacancies in primary and secondary healthcare centers, revealing a significant gap
in doctor-to-population ratios. (Representational Image)
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HYDERABAD: A report by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) tabled in the Assembly on Friday revealed severe
staff shortages in primary healthcare centres (PHCs) and secondary healthcare centres (SHCs) in the state, with doctor
and healthcare staff vacancies ranging from 60 per cent to 21 per cent respectively.

The CAG report highlighted that the state's doctor-to-population ratio stood at one doctor for every 881 people,
significantly below the national average of one for every 834 people .

Also Read - Invest in Telangana, Revanth Reddy to NRIs in America

The previous BRS government had informed the CAG in August 2023 about a recruitment drive to fill over 12,000
vacancies in the health sector, but failed to provide details since June 2022.

The report found that during the previous BRS administration, there were over 60 per cent vacancies for doctors, 56 per
cent for auxiliary nurses and midwives, 46 per cent for para-medical staff, 21 per cent for nursing staff, and 25 per cent
for other support staff in primary and secondary healthcare centres under Telangana Vaidya Vidhana Parishad (TVVP).

Also Read - Dalit woman alleges third-degree by Shadnagar police in theft case

While the director of public health had slightly better staffing levels, there was still a critical shortage of community
health officers, pharmacists, and para-medical staff.

Health institutions under the commissioner of health and family welfare also faced significant shortages: 32 per cent for
doctors, 29 per cent for para-medical and other staff, and 36 per cent for auxiliary nurses and midwives and nursing
orderlies.

Also Read - Reach Out to Farmers and Win Their Support, Santosh Urges Telangana State BJP

The CAG criticised the previous BRS government for lacking a human resources policy aligned with the National Health
Policy of 2017. The CAG was unable to obtain state-level policies for short-term, medium-term, and long-term goals for
human resources in the health sector. Additionally, the director of medical education only provided consolidated
manpower data without specifics on sanctioned strength, personnel in position, and patient load.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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Doc, population ratio below average 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2 

A report by the 
mptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) tabled in 
the Assembly on Friday 
revealed severe staff sho 
rtages in primary health 
care centres (PHCs) and 
secondary healthcare 
centres (SHCs) in the 
state, with doctor and 
healthcare staff vacan 
cies ranging from 60 per 
cent to 21 per cent respec 

Co 

The CAG report high 
lighted that the state's 
doctor-to-population ratio stood at one doctor 
for every 881 people, sig 

nificantly below the 
national average of one 
for every 834 people 

The previous BRS gov 
ernment had informed 
the CAG in August 2023 
about a recruitment dr 
ive to fill over 12,000 va 
cancies in the health sec 
tor, but failed to 
provide details since 

The report found that 
during the previous BRS 
administration, there 
were over 60 per cent 
vacancies for doctors, 56 
per cent for auxiliary 
nurses and midwives, 46 
per cent for para-medical 
staff, 21 per cent for nurs 

for other support staff in 
primary and secondary 
healthcare centres under 
Telangana Vaidya Vidh 
ana Parishad (TVVP). 

While the director of 
public health had slight 
ly better staffing levels, 
there was still a critical 
shortage of community 
health officers, pharma 
cists, and para-medical 
staff. 

Health institutions 
under the commissioner 
of health and family wel 
fare also faced signifi cant snorts 29 per 

32 per 

cent for para-medical 
and other staff, and 36 
per cent for auxiliary 

nurses and midwives and 
nursing orderlies. 

The CAG criticised the 
previous BRS govern 
ment for lacking a hum 
an resources policy ali 
gned with the National 
Health Policy of 2017. 
The CAG was unable to 
obtain state-level policies 
for short-term, medium 
term, and long-term 
goals for human 
resources in the health 
sector. Additionally, the 
director of medical edu 
cation only provided con 
solidated manpower data 
without specifics on 
sanctioned strength, per 
sonnel in position, and 
patient load. 

tively. 

June 2022. 

ing staff, and 25 per cent 
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CAG: Huge gap in no. of 
Surgeries in govt hosps 
'Disparity An 
Indicator Of 
Efficiency' 

Amrita.Didyala 
Dtimesofindia.com 

Hyderabad: A wide dispari 
ty in thenumber of surgeries 
performed by each surgeon in 
govt hospitals across Telang 
ana has been highlighted in 
the latest report by the Comp 
troller and Auditor General 
of India (CAG), adding that 
the number of surgeries is an 
indicator to measure the effi 
ciency of hospitals. 

For example, each general 
surgeon at Hyderabad dis 
trict hospital performed 17 
srgeries on average in 2021 
22, while at Medak district ho 
spital, the figure was 641 sur 
geries per doctor. 

"Analysis of the operation 
records of district hospitals 
and community health cent 
res revealed sigmificant vari 
ation in the number of major 
and minor operations perfor 
med per surgeon in a year," 

BRS Moots 
centre for T 

"INADEQUATE FACILITIES AT HOSPS 
"Report finds significant 
gap in number of major 
&minor operations 
performed per surgeon 
in a year 

"17 surgeries performed 
on avg by each general 
surgeon at Hyderabad 
district hospital in 2021-22 
641 surgeries performed 
on avg by each doctor at 
Medak dist hospital during 
same time 

the report said. 

Audit report finds operating 
theatre facilities in ten district 
hospitals as inadequate 

Whilethere are no guideli 
nes orrules about the number 
of operations a surgeon sho 
uld perform, it varies depen 
ding on a number of factors. 
On average, each surgeon is 
given two days for operations, 
during which they perform 
operations according to the 
patient load and their own ca 
pacity "For example, a junior 
doctor may be able to perform 
two to three operations a day, 
while a senior doctor with a 

lot of experience may be able 
to do eight to ten operations a 

day. It is not only capacity and 
experience but also the de 
mand for surgeries that de 
termines how many opera 
tions a surgeon performs," 
said a professor of general 
surgery ata tertiary hospital. 

The most common surge 
ries are hernia, appendix, bo 
wel gangrene, varicose veins, 
gallbladder stones, thyroid 
and amputations, the doctor 
added. 

Meanwhile, the CAG re 
port alsO pointed out that so 
me hospitals don't have pro 
per operating theatres. 
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Telangana Grapples With Expired Drugs, Staff Shortage & Health
Centres

CITY | TNN | Aug 3, 2024, 13:57 IST

HYDERABAD: Serious lapses in maintenance and supply of drugs, huge shortage in

drug stores in several districts apart from a 45% deficit in healthcare staff was

pointed out in the latest report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India

(CAG), ‘Findings on Medicines supplies in Telangana for 2021-22’, tabled in the

assembly on Friday. Lapses included expired drugs being supplied, no quality checks

on drugs and no action on erring suppliers.

“As per e-Aushadhi data, expired drugs valued at 390 crore were not replaced in

time with suppliers, causing monetary loss to the govt. Out of 16,016 purchase

The CAG report for 2021-22 revealed serious lapses in drug supply and maintenance in
Telangana, including expired drugs, lack of q... Read More
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orders (POs) issued by the corporation, drugs were supplied for 13,950 POs, leaving

2,066 POs unsupplied. Drugs and medicines (706) worth 17 crore having leftover

shelf life ranging from 1 to 89 days were issued by central stores to 1,259 health

facilities during the period 2016-17 to 2021-22,” read the report.

However, no penalty on the suppliers was levied as per tender conditions. Also,

contrary to the agreement conditions, the corporation issued 19 POs beyond the

agreed rate contract (RC), resulting in an excess payment of 1.6 crore to nine

suppliers, as per the report. That apart, deficiencies in drugs storage facilities were

observed in all the three central medicine stores at Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar and

Warangal, making the drugs susceptible to damages, contamination and theft, and

risk to patients.

The Telangana State Medical Services and Infrastructure Development Corporation

(TSMIDC) procured only 197 to 298 items instead of the 530 items (in the last four

to five years), which meant that many healthcare facilities were left without

essential supplies, the report stated.

The state health department had not maintained a centralised database of

sanctioned strength, actual persons in position and district-wise deployment data of

doctors, nurses and other paramedical staff in the healthcare facilities, pointed out

the CAG report.

“The availability of doctors showed an increasing trend from 2017-18 to 2021-22,

and currently stands at 1:881. However, there were huge gaps between sanctioned

posts and the men-in-position of healthcare staff, with the overall vacancies being
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45%,” it said. The report further pointed out shortage in the number of community

health centres, primary health centres (PHCs/UPHCs) and sub-centres/basti

dawakhanas, as against the prescribed population norms, to be nearly 69%, 25%

and 29% respectively.

We also published the following articles recently

CAG reports 34% staff shortage in states healthcare sector

The CAG highlighted a 34% manpower shortage in Chhattisgarh's healthcare sector,

including a 33% shortage of doctors. The report urged the government to create a

human resources policy for better staffing. Despite improvements, the state still

falls short of WHO benchmarks and national averages. Specialist doctors, nurses,

and paramedics are critically lacking, impacting service quality.

Budget shift: Haemophilics in UP facing acute shortage of key drugs

Patients suffering from haemophilia in Lucknow have been facing severe challenges

due to a shortage of antihaemophilic factor (AHF). This shortage has severely

impacted over 7,000 patients across the state. The state's haemophilia care

programme, reliant on funding from the National Health Mission, has struggled due

to delays in budget release, affecting consistent AHF supply.

Lowering drug development costs

The article discussed how AI and GenAI have dramatically reduced the time and

cost associated with drug discovery and development, a process typically taking

years and costing billions. Companies like Dr Reddys, Novartis, Sanofi, and Johnson

& Johnson have leveraged AI for better-targeted results, while Merck has integrated

over 150 AI initiatives. Experts anticipate even greater advances in a decade.
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 Siasat.com / News / Telangana

Telangana faced hospital beds shortage, Rs 390 cr
loss over expired drugs: CAG report

The performance audit, which covered the period from 2016-17 to 2021-22, examined
seven departments and programs.

News Desk |   Updated: 3rd August 2024 11:45 am IST

Hyderabad: A recent Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report has
uncovered significant irregularities and deficiencies in Telangana’s public
health infrastructure and management of health services.

The performance audit, which covered the period from 2016-17 to 2021-22,
examined seven departments and programs, including human resources,
healthcare services, and financial management.
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One of the key findings is a severe shortage of healthcare staff, with a 45%
vacancy rate across the department. The position of Director of Medical
Education (DME) had the highest vacancy rate at 56 percent, and several
posts for associate and assistant professors in nine medical colleges
remained unfilled, adversely affecting the quality of medical education.

The report also highlights the state’s failure to extend Fixed Day Health
Services (FDHS) to rural areas and the lack of medical officers in 122 out of
3,206 sub-centres converted into Health Wellness Centres. Additionally,
many healthcare institutions lacked the necessary licenses for imaging
equipment, and several district hospitals did not comply with fire safety
regulations.

Regarding drug and equipment availability, the state failed to review and
update the Essential Medicines List (EML) and Additional Medicines List
(AML) every two years, as required. Expired drugs worth Rs 390.26 crore
were not replaced in a timely manner, leading to substantial financial
losses.

The CAG report also found shortages of Community Health Centres,
Primary Health Centres, and Sub-centres, with deficits of 69%, 25%, and
29%, respectively. The state also faces a bed shortage, with only 27,996
beds available against a requirement of 35,004.

The report highlights that Telangana’s expenditure on health remained
below the targets set by the National Health Policy (NHP) 2017, fluctuating
between 2.53% and 3.47% of the total state budget. Irregularities in fund
disbursement under the National Health Mission and the failure to
reimburse Central funds allocated for Covid-19 management were also
noted.

The CAG’s findings underscore the urgent need for reforms in Telangana’s
healthcare system to address these critical gaps and improve service
delivery for its residents.
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