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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
(BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(ISPAT AUR KHAN MANTRALAYA)
DEPARTMENT OF MINES
(KHAN VIBHAG)

New Delhi, the 24" October, 1988

NOTIFICATION

G.S.R.N0.1023 (E). In exercise of the powers conferred by section 18 of the Mines and
Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957), the Central Government
hereby makes the following rules for conservation and development of minerals, namely:



CHAPTER - |
Preliminary

1. Short title and commencement : -

) These rules may be called the Mineral Conservation and Development
(Amendment) Rules, 2010.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.]

2. Application :- These rules shall apply to all minerals except : -
Q) petroleum and natural gas;
(i) coal, lignite and sand for stowing;

(iti)  any mineral declared as prescribed substance for the purpose of the Atomic
Energy Act, 1962 (33 of 1962); and

(iv)  minor minerals.
3. Definitions : - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:-
2[(8.) “abandonment of mine” means final closure of a mine either whole or part thereof
when the mineral deposits within mine or part thereof, have been fully extracted

or when the mining operations have become uneconomic;]

*[(aa)] "Act" means the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957
(67 of 1957);

(b) "agent"”, when used in relation to a mine, means any person whether  appointed
as such or not, who acts as the representative of the owner in respect of the
management of the mine or any part thereof;

(c)  "authorised officer" means any officer of the Indian Bureau of Mines duly
authorised in writing by the Controller General, Indian Bureau of Mines to
perform the functions under these rules;

(d)  "beneficiation™ means processing of minerals or ores for the purpose of —

(1 regulating the size of a desired produce;

1. Substituted by G. S. R. 216 (E), dated 29.3.2010. 2. Inserted by G. S. R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003.
3. Substituted by G. S. R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003.



(i) removing unwanted constituents; and

(i) improving quality, purity or assay grade of desired product;

(e) "boring™ or "drilling® means the penetration of alluvial material, rocks or
formations by holes for obtaining geological information, and for drawing samples
therefrom;

() "Chief Controller of Mines" means the Chief Controller of Mines of the Indian
Bureau of Mines;

(g) "Controller General" means the Controller General of the Indian Bureau of Mines;

(h) "Controller of Mines" means the Controller of Mines of the Indian Bureau of
Mines;

(1)  "development" means the driving of an opening to, or in an ore-body or seam or
removing overburden or unproductive or waste materials as preparatory to mining
or stoping;

(3  "environment" and "environmental pollution”, shall have the same meanings,
assigned respectively to these terms in the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29
of 1986);

l[(jj) “final mine closure plan” means a plan for the purpose of decommissioning,
reclamation and rehabilitation in the mine or part thereof after cessation of mining
and mineral processing operations that has been prepared in the manner specified
in the standard format and guidelines issued by the Indian Bureau of Mines;

(jj) “financial assurance” means the sureties furnished by the leaseholder to the
competent authority so as to indemnify the authorities against the reclamation and
rehabilitation cost;]

(k) "Form™ means a Form set forth in Schedule to these rules;

()  "geologist" means a person appointed in writing by the owner or agent to perform
the duties of a geologist under these rules;

(m) "manager" when used in relation to a mine, means any person appointed by the

1. Inserted by G. S. R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003.



owner or agent and includes the owner or the agent if he appoints himself to be
such manager, under section 17 of the Mines Act, 1952 (35 of 1952);

[(mm) “mine closure” means steps taken for reclamation, rehabilitation measures taken

(n)

(0)

in respect of a mine or part thereof commencing from cessation of mining or
processing operations in a mine or part thereof;]

"mining engineer" means a person appointed in writing by the owner or agent to
perform the duties of a mining engineer under these rules;

"mining plan" means a mining plan prepared under section 5 of the Act and the
rules made thereunder ;

?[(00) “progressive mine closure plan” means a progressive plan, for the purpose of

(p)

(@)

(r)

(s)

(t)

(1)

(u)

(v)

providing protective, reclamation and rehabilitation measures in a mine or part
thereof that has been prepared in the manner specified in the standard format and
guidelines issued by Indian Bureau of Mines;]

"prospect” means an area where prospecting operations for minerals are being
carried out and includes any area held under prospecting licence;

"recognised person™ means a person granted recognition by the competent
authority to prepare mining plan;

"Regional Controller” means the Regional Controller of Mines of the Indian
Bureau of Mines;

"shaft" means a vertical or inclined way or opening leading from the surface to
workings below ground or from one part of the workings below ground to another,
and includes an incline;

"stoping" means making any underground excavation other than development
working made for the purpose of winning ores or minerals and includes extraction
or splitting or reduction of pillars or blocks of minerals;

“temporary discontinuance” means the planned or unplanned suspension of mining
operations in a mine or part thereof and where the operations are likely to
be resumed after certain time;]

"year" means the twelve months period beginning from the first day of April and
ending on the thirty-first day of March of the following year;

all other words and expressions used in these rules but not defined shall have the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.

1 Inserted by G. S. R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003. 2. Ibid. 3. Ibid.



'[CHAPTER -1 A

Reconnaissance Operations

3A. Scheme of reconnaissance : - Every holder of a reconnaissance permit shall submit
to the Controller General and the Regional Controller or the authorised officer within a period of
sixty days from the date of execution of the reconnaissance permit, a scheme of reconnaissance
operations indicating the manner in which he proposes to carry out reconnaissance operations in
the area covered by the permit and in particular :-

@ particulars of the area such as aerial extent, boundaries;
(b)  the scale of the plan and the area of geological mapping; and
(© the particulars of the machines and instruments to be used.

3B. Modification of scheme of reconnaissance : -

(1) A reconnaissance scheme prepared and submitted under rule 3A may be modified at
any time on geological considerations by the holder of a reconnaissance permit during
continuance of the reconnaissance permit.

(2) Any modification carried out under sub-rule (1) shall be intimated to the Controller
General and the Regional Controller or the authorised officer by the holder of reconnaissance
permit within a period of fifteen days.

3C. Reconnaissance operations to be carried out in accordance with the scheme of
reconnaissance : - Every holder of the reconnaissance permit shall carry out the reconnaissance
operations in accordance with the scheme of reconnaissance submitted under rule 3A or with
such modifications, if any, as intimated under rule 3B, or as directed by the Controller General or
Regional Controller or the authorised officer.

3D. Intimation about reconnaissance operations : - Every holder of a reconnaissance
permit shall send to the Controller General, Controller of Mines and the Regional Controller, an
intimation in Form -AA of the commencement of reconnaissance operations so as to reach them
within a period of 15 days of such commencement.

3E. Submission of reports about reconnaissance operations : - Every holder of a
reconnaissance permit shall send to the Controller General, Controller of Mines and the Regional
Controller an yearly report in Form-BB along with all the aerial, photo-geological, geophysical,
geochemical and such other data collected by him as per the conditions stipulated in the
reconnaissance permit so as to reach them within thirty days after expiry of every year from the
date of execution of the reconnaissance permit or the expiry of the reconnaissance permit or the
abandonment of the reconnaissance permit or termination of reconnaissance permit, whichever
is earlier.]

1. Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.



CHAPTER - 11

Prospecting Operations
4. Scheme of prospecting : -

(1) Every holder of a prospecting licence shall submit to the Controller General and the
Regional Controller or the authorised officer within a period of 60 days from the date of
execution of the prospecting licence, a scheme of prospecting indicating the manner in which he
proposes to carry out the prospecting operations, in the area covered by the licence and in
particular: -

@ particulars of the area;

(b)  the scale of the plan and the area of geological mapping;

(© the number of pits, trenches, and bore holes which he proposes to put in the area;

(d) the particulars of the machines to be used,

(e the details of exploratory mining, *[ if any, proposed] to be undertaken;

()] the number of samples proposed to be drawn and analysed;

(9) the beneficiation studies proposed to be undertaken; and

(h) any other matter relevant for the preparation of a scheme of prospecting, as
directed by the Controller General or the authorised officer from time to time by a
general or specific order.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1) a scheme of prospecting, shall
include: -

@ baseline information of prevailing environmental conditions before the beginning
of the prospecting operations;

(b) ?[steps proposed to be taken for protection of environment which will include]
prevention and control of air and water pollution, progressive reclamation and
rehabilitation of the land disturbed by the prospecting operations, a scheme for the
plantation of trees, and such other measures, as may be directed from time to time
by the Controller General or the authorised officer for minimising the adverse
effect of prospecting operations on the environment.

(3) The prospecting scheme under sub-rule (1) shall be prepared by a recognised person
or a geologist or a mining engineer employed under clause (a) of sub-rule (1) of rule 42.

5. Modification of scheme of prospecting : -
(1) A prospecting scheme prepared and submitted under rule 4 may be modified at any

time on geological considerations by the holder of a prospecting licence during continuance of
the prospecting licence.

1 Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.
2 Substituted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.



(2) Any modification carried out under sub-rule (1) shall be intimated to the Controller
General and the Regional Controller or the authorised officer by the holder of a prospecting
licence within a period of fifteen days.

6. Prospecting operation to be carried out in accordance with scheme of prospect-
ing :- Every holder of a prospecting licence shall carry out the prospecting operations in
accordance with the scheme of prospecting submitted under rule 4 or with such modifications,
if any, as intimated under rule 5 or as directed by the Controller General or the authorised
officer.

7. Intimation about prospecting operations : - Every holder of a prospecting licence
shall send to the Controller General, Controller of Mines and the Regional Controller, an
intimation in Form-A of the commencement of prospecting operations so as to reach them
within a period of fifteen days of such commencement.

8. Report of prospecting operations : -

(1) Every holder of a prospecting licence shall submit to the Controller General,
Controller of Mines and the Regional Controller: -

@) Omitted.

(b) an yearly report in Form-B so as to reach them within thirty days after the expiry
of ‘[twelve months] from the date of execution of the prospecting licence or the
expiry of the prospecting licence whichever is earlier:

Provided that in case the prospecting operations are abandoned, the report in Form-B
shall be submitted within a period of thirty days from the date of such abandonment:

Provided further that in case the prospecting operations are continued for a period
exceeding one year, the report in Form-B shall be submitted once every year and a final report in
Form-B within a period of three months after the completion of the prospecting operations or
the expiry of the prospecting licence, whichever is earlier.

(2) Where prospecting operations are carried out by the authorities specified in the
second proviso to sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Act without a prospecting licence, such
authority shall submit the annual report in Form-B to the Controller General in respect of each
area where prospecting operations have been undertaken by them :

Provided that this sub-rule shall not apply in a case where field operation consists of only
geological mapping or geo-physical or geo-chemical investigations.

1 Substituted by G.S.R. 22 (E), dated 11.1.2002.



CHAPTER - 111
Mining Operations
9. Mining Plan : -

(1) No person shall commence mining operations in any area except in accordance with a
mining plan approved under clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 5 of the Act.

(2) The Controller General or the authorised officer *[or the officer authorised in this
behalf by the State Government, as the case may be,] may require the holder of a mining lease to
make such modifications in the mining plan referred to in sub-rule (1) or impose such
conditions as he may consider necessary by an order in writing if such modifications or
imposition of conditions are considered necessary -

@) in the light of the experience of operation of mining plan;
(b) in view of the change in the technological development.
10. Modification of mining plan : -

(1) A holder of a mining lease desirous of seeking modifications in the approved mining
plan as are considered expedient, in the interest of safe and scientific mining, conservation of
minerals, or for the protection of environment, shall apply to the Controller General, *[ or the
officer authorised in this behalf by the State Government, as the case may be,] setting forth the
intended modifications and explaining the reasons for such modifications.

(2) The Controller General or the authorised officer, *[or the officer authorised in this
behalf by the State Government, as the case may be,] may approve the modifications under sub-
rule (1) “[or approve with such alterations as he may consider expedient within a period of ninety
days.]

11. Mining plan to be submitted by the existing lessee :-

(1) Where mining operations have been undertaken before the commencement of these
rules without an approved mining plan, the holder of such mining lease shall submit a mining
plan within a period of one year from the date of commencement of these rules, °[ to the
Regional Controller or the authorised officer or the officer authorised in this behalf by the State
Government, as the case may be, for approval.]

(2) If a holder of a mining lease has not been able to submit the mining plan within the
specified time for reasons beyond his control, he may apply for extension of time giving reasons
to the following authorities :

1. Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000. 2. 1bid. 3. Ibid.
4. Substituted by G.S.R. 22 (E), dated 11.1.2002. 5. Substituted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.



€)) to the Regional Controller for extension of time up to six months;

(b) to the Controller of Mines for extension of time exceeding six months but not
exceeding one year;

(© to the Chief Controller of Mines for extension of time beyond one year;

[(d) to the officer authorised in this behalf by the State Government in respect of
mining plan approved by the State Government.]

?[(3) The Regional Controller, Controller of Mines, the Chief Controller of Mines or the
authorised officer or the officer authorised in this behalf by the State Government, as the case
may be, on receiving an application made under sub-rule (2) may, on being satisfied, extend the
period for submission of the mining plan for the period mentioned in clause (a), (b), (c) or (d) of
the said sub-rule.]

(4) The Regional Controller *[or the officer authorised in this behalf by the State
Government, as the case may be,] may approve the plan as submitted by the lessee under sub-
rule (1) or may require modifications to be carried out in the plan and the lessee shall carry out
such modifications and resubmit the modified plan for “[omitted.] approval.

°[(5) The Regional Controller or the officer authorised in this behalf by the State
Government, as the case may be, shall, within a period of 90 days from the date of receipt of the
mining plan or the modified mining plan, convey approval or disapproval to the applicant and in
case of disapproval shall also convey the reasons for disapproving the said mining plan or the
modified mining plan.]

(6) If no decision is conveyed within the period stipulated under sub-rule (5), the mining
plan or the modified mining plan, as the case may be, shall be deemed to have been provisionally
approved and such approval shall be subject to the final decision whenever communicated.

(7) The mining plan submitted under sub-rule (1) shall be prepared by a recognised
person.

12. Review of mining plan : -
(1) °[ Omitted. ]
(2) The owner, agent, mining engineer or manager of every mine shall review the
mining plan as prescribed under sub-rule (1) and submit a scheme of mining for the next five

years of the lease to the Regional Controller [or the officer authorised in this behalf by the State
Government, as the case may be,] for approval.

linserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000. 5 Substituted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.
2 Substituted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000. 6 Omitted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.
3 Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000. 7 Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.

4 Omitted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000.
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(3) The scheme of mining shall be submitted to the Regional Controller *[or the officer
authorised in this behalf by the State Government, as the case may be,] at least one hundred
twenty days before the expiry of the five years period, for which it was approved on the last
occasion.

(4) The Regional Controller or the authorised officer *[or the officer authorised in this
behalf by the State Government, as the case may be,] shall convey his approval or refusal to the
scheme of mining within ninety days of the date of its receipt.

(5) If approval or refusal of the scheme of mining is not conveyed to the holder of the
mining lease within the stipulated period the scheme of mining shall be deemed to have been
provisionally approved and such approval shall be subject to final decision whenever
communicated.

(6) The provisions of rules 9, 10 and 13 shall apply to the scheme of mining in the same
way as they are applicable to the mining plan.

(7) Every scheme of mining submitted under sub-rule (2) shall be prepared by a
recognised person or a person employed under clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 42.

13. Mining operations to be in accordance with mining plans : -

(1) Every holder of a mining lease shall carry out mining operations in accordance with
the approved mining plan with such conditions as may have been prescribed under sub-rule (2)
of rule 9 or with such modifications, if any, as permitted under rule 10 or the mining plan or
scheme approved under rule 11 or 12 as the case may be.

(2) If the mining operations are not carried out in accordance with the mining plan as
referred to under sub-rule (1), the Regional Controller or the authorised officer may order
suspension of all or any of the mining operations and permit continuance of only such operations
as may be necessary to restore the conditions in the mine as envisaged under the said
mining plan.

14. Prospecting and mining operations : - The prospecting and mining operations shall
be carried out in such a manner so as to ensure systematic development of mineral
deposits, conservation of minerals and protection of environment.

15. Open cast working : -

(1) In open cast workings the benches formed shall be so arranged that the benches in
ore/mineral and overburden are separate so as to avoid mixing of waste with the ore/minerals.

(2) The benches in overburden shall be kept sufficiently in advance so that their workings
do not interfere with the working of ore/minerals.

1 Inserted by G.S.R. 55 (E), dated 17.1.2000. 2 Ibid.
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(3) Orientation of the workings and sequence of mining operations shall be such that
different grades of ore/ minerals can be obtained simultaneously for blending with a view to
achieve optimum recovery of ore/minerals from the deposit.

16. Separate stacking of non-salable minerals : -

(1) The overburden and waste material obtained during mining operations shall not be
allowed to be mixed with non-salable or subgrade minerals/ores. They shall be dumped and
stacked separately on the ground earmarked for the purpose.

(2) The ground selected for dumping of overburden, waste material, the subgrade or non-
salable ores/minerals shall be away from working pit. It shall be proved for absence or
presence of underlying mineral deposits before it is brought into use for dumping.

(3) Before starting mining operations, the ultimate size of the pit shall be determined and
the dumping ground shall be so selected that the dumping is not carried out within the limits
of the ultimate size of the pit except in cases where concurrent back filling is proposed.

17. Underground mining operations : -

(1) Mining operations in underground shall be carried out in such a way so as to achieve
optimum ore/mineral recovery.

(2) The method of underground development of the deposit shall be planned in
accordance with the method of stoping which shall be selected with due consideration of the
geology of the deposit and geomechanical properties of the ore and the adjoining rocks.

(3) The size of development openings, size of blocks and pillars shall be such that the
workings remain stable during the development and stoping stages and between such stages.

(4) The stoping practices shall be such as to cause minimum disturbance to the surface.

(5) In case of a doubt as to the optimum ore/mineral recovery under sub-rule (1), or the
method of underground development under sub-rule (2), or size of openings, blocks or pillars
under sub-rule (3) or the stoping practices under sub-rule (4), it shall be referred to the Chief
Controller of Mines for decision.

(6) The Chief Controller of Mines may order such investigations and tests to be carried
out as are considered necessary before arriving at a decision on any matter referred to him under
sub-rule (5).

18. Subgrade minerals to be brought to surface :-

(1) All the subgrade ore/minerals wherever obtained in underground workings shall be
brought to the surface instead of leaving or packing them in underground.
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(2) As far as practicable the complete width of the ore/ mineral body shall be worked:

Provided that the Chief Controller of Mines may permit in writing leaving of certain
portions in underground if it is necessary for the support or protection to the mine workings.

19. Prohibition of reduction of blocks :- All the blocks formed in underground
workings shall be regular in size and shape. Once a block is formed it shall not be split
or reduced in size until the stage of commencement of stoping :

Provided that the Chief Controller of Mines may permit reduction in the size of blocks on
an application in writing made by the owner, agent, mining engineer or manager giving reasons
for doing the same.

20. Beneficiation studies to be carried out :-

(1) If the Controller General or the authorised officer, having due regard to the nature of
mining operations and grade of ore/mineral is of the view that the sub-grade ore/mineral
contains certain recoverable product, he may direct the owner, agent, mining engineer or
manager of the mine to get the beneficiation investigations carried out.

(2) The report of the beneficiation investigations so carried out shall be submitted to the
Controller General or the authorised officer as the case may be immediately after the
investigation is over.

(3) In a mine having a beneficiation plant, feed products and tailings shall be regularly
sampled and analysed at suitable intervals and records of the same maintained in a bound paged
book :

Provided that the Controller General or the authorised officer may require the sampling
and analysis to be done at any other interval than in practice.

21. Machinery and plant :-

(1) Where heavy earth moving machinery is used in mines, the owner, agent, mining
engineer or manager of the mine shall maintain Log Books in respect of each machine showing
date-wise account of hours worked, hours not worked, reasons for non-working, consumption of
fuel/energy and lubricants and output of the machine during the corresponding working hours.
The summary of operation of each machine shall be recorded in the Log Book at the end of each
month bringing out the percentage availability and percentage utilisation of the machine, average
hourly performance and average fuel/energy consumption per hour.

(2) Each page of the Log Book shall be numbered and the summary shall be signed and
dated by the mining engineer.

(3) The Log Book shall be made available to the authorised officer on demand.
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22. Notice for opening of mine :-

(1) The owner, agent, mining engineer or manager of every mine shall send to the
Controller General, Controller of Mines and the Regional Controller an intimation in Form-C of
the opening of a mine so as to reach them within fifteen days of such opening.

(2) The intimation in Form-C sent to the Regional Controller under sub-rule (1) shall be
accompanied with a copy of mining plan approved under clause(b) of sub-section(2) of section 5
of the Act only when the mine is being opened after a lapse of 5 years period from the date of
approval of mining plan.

23. Abandonment of mines :-

(1) The owner, agent, mining engineer, or manager of every mine shall not abandon a
mine or a part of mine during the subsistence of the lease except with prior permission in writing
of the Controller General or the authorised officer.

(2) The owner, agent, mining engineer, or manager of every mine shall send to the
Controller General, Controller of Mines and the Regional Controller under registered cover, a
notice in Form-D of his intention to abandon a mine or a part of a mine so as to reach them at
least ninety days before the intended date of such abandonment.

(3) Such a notice shall be accompanied by plans and sections on a scale of not less than
1cm = 10 metres setting forth accurately the work done in the mine up to the time of submission
of the notice including the measures envisaged for the protection of the abandoned mine or part
thereof, the approaches thereto, and the environment :

Provided that the Controller General may require the plans and sections to be prepared on
any other suitable scale.

(4) The Controller General or the authorised officer may by an order in writing made
before the proposed date of abandonment, prohibit abandonment or allow it to be done with such
conditions as he may specify in the order.

'[(5) The leaseholder shall not abandon a mine or part thereof unless a final mine closure
plan duly approved by the Regional Controller of Mines or the officer authorized by the State
Government in this behalf, as the case may be, is implemented. For this purpose, the lessee shall
be required to obtain a certificate from the Regional Controller of Mines or the officer authorized
by the State Government in this behalf to the effect that protective, reclamation and rehabilitation
work in accordance with the final mine closure plan or with such modifications as approved by
the competent authority, have been carried out before abandonment of mine.]

1 Substituted by G.S.R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003.
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[23A. Mine Closure Plan.- Every mine shall have Mine Closure Plan, which shall be
of two types:-
Q) a progressive mine closure plan; and
(i) afinal mine closure plan.

23B. Submission of Progressive Mine Closure Plan.- (1) The owner, agent, manager or
mining engineer shall, in case of fresh grant or renewal of mining lease, submit a progressive
mine closure plan as a component of mining plan to the Regional Controller of Mines or officer
authorized by the State Government in this behalf as the case may be.

(2) The owner, agent, manager or mining engineer shall, in case of existing mining lease
submit a progressive mine closure plan to the Regional Controller of Mines or the officer
authorized by the State Government in this behalf, as the case may be, for approval *[on or
before the 31% December, 2004].

(3) The owner, agent, manager or mining engineer shall review the progressive mine
closure plan every five years from the date of its approval in case of existing mine or from the
date of opening of the mine in case of fresh grant or from the date of renewal of mining lease, as
the case may be, and shall submit to the Regional Controller of Mines or officer authorised by
the State Government in this behalf, as the case may be, for its approval.

(4) The Regional Controller of Mines or the officer authorised by the State Government
in this behalf, as the case may be, shall convey his approval or refusal of the progressive mine
closure plan within ninety days of the date of its receipt.

(5) If approval or refusal of the progressive mine closure plan is not conveyed to the
owner, agent, manager or mining engineer of the mining lease within the period as specified in
sub-rule (4), the progressive mine closure plan shall be deemed to have been provisionally
approved, and such approval shall be subject to final decision whenever communicated.

23C. Submission of final mine closure plan.- (1) The owner, agent, manager or mining
engineer shall submit a final mine closure plan to Regional Controller of Mines or the officer
authorised by the State Government in this behalf, as the case may be, for approval one year
prior to the proposed closure of the mine.

(2) The Regional Controller of Mines or the officer authorised by the State Government
in this behalf, as the case may be, shall convey his approval or refusal of the final mine closure
plan within ninety days of the date of its receipt to the owner, agent, manager or mining
engineer.

(3) If approval or refusal of the final mine closure plan is not conveyed to the owner,
agent, manager or mining engineer of the mining lease within the period as specified in sub rule
(2), the final mine closure plan shall be deemed to have been provisionally approved, and such
approval shall be subject to final decision whenever communicated.

1 Inserted by G.S.R. 330 (E), dated 10.4.2003. 2. Substituted by G.S.R. (E), dated 23-12-2003.
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23D. The modification of mine closure plan.- (1) The holder of a mining lease desirous
of seeking modifications in the approved mine closure plan, shall submit to the Controller
General or the officer authorised by the State Government in this behalf, as the case may be, for
approval setting forth the intended modifications and explaining the reasons for such
modifications.

(2) The Controller General or the officer authorised by the State Government in this
behalf, as the case may be