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CAG: ‘Bikes’, ‘scooters’ used for
ferrying mud for plantatlon drive

PankajShah@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: The forest and the
rural development depart-
ments made payments to mo-
torcycles, scooters, and e-ricks-
haws, showing them- as being
used for digging and ferrying
sand and mud to carry out tree
plantations in the state betwe-
€n2016-17and 2020-21, the Comp-
troller and Auditor General re-
port has pointed out.
i The 76-pagereport tabled in
the UP Assembly said the ano-
maly came to the fore while ve-
rifying the vouchers which we-
re used in making payments to
the tractors and JCBs. The re-
portsaid insome cases theregi-

e e R Sl
CAG indicted the two departments
for their failure to monitor the
plantation of saplings

stration numbers mentioned
were those of motorcycles, sco-
oters,and e-rickshaws. “Theex-
ecution of work by using wrong
registration numbers was su-
spicious and the payment was
made by officials without pro-
per verification,” the report sa-
id.

Thereportfurther said pay-
ment is required to be done un-
der rules mentioned in the fi-
nancial handbook. It pointed
out chapter IX of the handbook
which says that payment sho-
uld not be done “without check-
ingthe quality” of theworkand
the authenticity of the claim
made thereof.

The CAG also indicted the
two departmentsfor their failu-
retomonitorthe plantationdri-
ves, leading to a shortfall of
100sgkm of forestland - indica-
ting the govt's failure to meet
the objectivesof the stateforest
policy. Italso highlighted thefo-
restdepartment’sfailuretofree
itsland of encroachments.
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