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Some road-related projects

lacked proper plannmg CAG

HT Correspondent
Ietters@htlllve.com ;
LUCKNOW : Proposals for wid-

ening and strengthening of
roads were sanctioned in Uttar

Pradesh without ensuring §

availability of free land that
resulted in delay in completion
of work, stated the report of the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) tabled in
the UP Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday.

Sharing an example, the
report cited Varanasi-Shaktin-
‘agar Marg amounting to Rs
121.59 crore that got sanctioned
in May 2018 without ensuring
availability of encumbrance
free land.

This resulted in a delay in
completion of work by more
than two years,

Widening and strengthening
of Manikpur to Dharkundi Ash-
ram via Kalyanpur road in
Chitrakoot was sanctioned in
May 2018 for Rs 40.37 crore.

Departmental officers did
not ensure the availability of
encumbrance free land before
sending the proposal as forest
clearance was not granted by
the forest department, the
report said.

This resulted in reduction in
width of road during execution
by 1.54 metres in a stretch of
four km against original tech-
nical sanction of 5.5 metres, the
report stated.

The Rule 6 (2) of the Central
Road Fund (CRF) Rules 2014
inter alia provides that the pro-
posals shall include only those
works where land is available

- without any encumbrance.

The audit, however, noticed
violation of the rule in follow-
ing cases, the report stated.

There was no comprehen-
sive planning in the state for
upgradation of roads under
CRF, however, an annual plan
was prepared from 2022-23.

No periodical traffic survey
was conducted to identify
upgradation requirements, the
CAG report further said.

e department utilised only 35% of the allotted budget fr
execution of works sanctioned under Central Road Fund from

2016-17 to 2022-23,

“The proposals under CRF
were sanctioned by the state in
an ad hoc manner without
proper identification and prior-
itisation of roads based on
requirement.

The department utilised only
35 percent of the allotted bud-
get for execution of works
sanctioned under CRF during
2016-17 to 2022-23.

There was a difference in the
expenditure recorded in the

books of accounts,” the report -

stated.

“The proposals received
from public representatives
were consolidated and pro-
posed by the department for
consideration under CRF
instead of selecting the works
based on prioritisation,” the
report added.

No periodical traffic survey
was conducted by the divi-
sional officers, due to which
identification and prioritisation
of roads for upgradation could
not be carried out properly, the
CAG stated. .

Thus, the department did
not have a complete and
updated database of roads to
facilitate systematic and objec-

SOURCED

'WHAT THE
: REPORT
- RECOMMENDED
o The department should
. conduct periodical
traffic census and axle
load survey.
_.CBRtest of subgrade
- soilas pernorms should
be ensured before
granting technical
sanction. :
eThe government should
examine cases of 5
irregular advances and
fix the responsibility on
erring officials. ;
@ Mandatory tests of
materials, inspections
 of roads by higher
authorities and road |
safety audits should be
ensured.

tive planning for upgradation
of works to be undertaken, it
said.

Hence, the entire process of
submission . of proposals by
divisional officers was per-
formed in absence of proper
planning procedure, the report
said.
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CAG finds gaps in central road fund
mgmt, highlights undue work delay

Calls For Plan KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

- To Minimize

Time Wastage |

Times NEws NETWORK -

Lucknow: The performance
audit of the Central Road
Fund, a corpus managed by
the public works department
(PWD) to strengthen road
network, has revealed multi-
ple gaps. The audit, conduc-
ted between April 2016 and
March 2022, examinedthe ex-
penditure of Rs 7,258 crore
spent under the funds. It was
found that some civil works
were carried out throughthe
funds after a gap of four ye-
ars due to variousreasons.
CAG emphasised the ne-
ed to prepare long-term, me-
dium-term, and short-term
plans to manage works being
executed under the funds for
proper identification and
prioritisation of road net-

work,asenvisaged by the sta-

te govt. It was noticed that
proposals were randomly
sanctioned without prepa-
ring a comprehensive plan to

maintain and manageroads. -

A lack of periodical surveys
and traffic studies also emer-
ged askey issues that need to
be addressed on priority.

The team that worked on
the audit report noted a sig-
nificant difference between
thebudgetprovisionsandac-
tual works that amounted to
Rs 6,492 crore out of the pro-
vision of Rs 20,370 crore du-
ring the said period. After

h

» Prepare long-term,
medium-term, and short-
term plans to manage works
being executed under funds
for proper identification and
pnorihsatmn of road network

» Periodic surveys of traffic
_and axle load for improved
‘pavement designing =~

» Fix responsibility of

errant officials who release

payments and advances

in irregular mannerin -

contravention of rules

» Make road safety audits, -

opening the financial bids;

the bills of 15 tenders out of

111 wererevised tothetuneof
over 50%. Delays in periodic
checks and inspections were
also widespread.

Citingexamples, the CAG
report highlighted the delay
of twoyears duringthe wide-
ning and restrengthenmg of
the Varanasi-Shaktinagar
route, a project worth Rs 122
crore.

Similarly, works cn the
road stretch between Gumti*
No.9and NH-2 in Kanpur we-
re delayed by four years as a
no-objection certificate from
a public sector oil company
could not be obtained for pro-
viding the land coming un-
derthe impact of the project.

In eight cases, anomalies
were detected in release of
payments to contractors.
Providing its recommenda-
tions, the report recommen-
ded periodic surveys of traf-
fic and axle load for impro-
ved pavementdesigning.

f_—*—;

tests of material, and :
inspections of roads by higher
authorities mandatory
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