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|. INTRODUCTION

I, the Chairman, Committee on Public Accounts having been authorised by the
Committee (2018-2019) to submit the Report on its behalf, present this Sixty Second Report
on the action taken by the Government on the recommendations contained in the Three
Hundred and Twenty First Report (Fourteenth Assembly) of the Committee on Public
Accounts (2015-2016) on the paras relating to Highways and Minor Ports Department in the
Report (Civil) of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India for the year 2010-2011.

2. The Committee for the year 2015-2016 presented its Thrree Hundred and Twenty
First Report (Fourteenth Assembly) on the paras relating to Highways and Minor Ports
Department contained in the Report (Civil) of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India for
year 2010-2011 to the Assembly on 17.02.2016.

3. The statement of action taken by the Government on the recommendations
contained in the Three Hundred and Twenty First Report (Fourteenth Assembly) was
considered and approved by the committee (2018-2019) at its meeting held on 27.11.2018.

4. The Committee places on record its appreciation of the valuable assistance
rendered by the Secretary, Legislative Assembly and the Accountant General

(Economic and Revenue Sector Audit) in its deliberations.

Chennai - 600 009,

November 27, 2018, Durai Murugan,
Vilambi, Karthigai-11, Chairman,
Thiruvalluvar Aandu - 2049. Public Accounts Committee.
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I.LREPORT

REPORT ON THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT ON THE
RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY
FIRST REPORT (FOURTEENTH ASSEMBLY) OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS (2015-2016) ON THE PARAS RELATING TO HIGHWAYS AND MINOR
PORTS DEPARTMENT IN THE REPORT (CIVIL) OF THE COMPTROLLER AND
AUDITOR GENERAL OF INDIA FOR THE YEAR 2010-2011.

Out of Five (5) recommendations contained in the Three Hundred and Twenty
First Report (Fourteenth Assembly) of the Committee on Public Accounts (2015-2016),
Two (2) recommendations have been treated as settled by the Committee in the light
of the replies furnished by the Government vide Appendix-I for details. The Committee
have decided to pursue further the remaining Three (3) recommendations vide

Appendix-II for details.

2. The Committee desires that replies to the recommendations contained in the

Appendix-Il should be furnished within six months.

Chennai - 600 009,
November 27, 2018, Durai Murugan,

Vilambi, Karthigai-11, Chairman,
Thiruvalluvar Aandu - 2049. Public Accounts Committee.






[ll. APPENDICES
APPENDIX-I
STATEMENT SHOWING THE OBSERVATIONS/ RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH THE COMMITTEE HAS DESIRED NOT TO PURSUE

HIGHWAYS AND MINOR PORTS DEPARTMENT

Serial Recommendation Paragraph Subject Committee's Observations/Recommendations

No. No. No. (5)
(1) () (3) (4) As per G.0.No.185, Dated 6.10.2002, steering committee's
_ decision was final regarding Civil Works/Consultancy
1 3 3.8 Extra expenditure  services/Procurement of goods. Hence, the reasons for delay
due to delay in explained by the department cannot be accepted. A detailed reply

finalisation of may be submitted to the Committee.

tenders
Reply from the Department Comments of the committee
(6) (1)
It is informed that a detailed reply is enclosed herewith. Further, In view of the reply of the Department, and assurance to
the Committee is informed that the action will be taken by the take steps to avoid such delays in future, the recommendations
Department to avoid any lapses in future. may not be pursued further. .

(Replies received from the Highways and Minor Ports Departments
Vide U.O.Note No.3162/HF-1/2016-7, Dated: 7.2.2017.
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Serial Recommendation Paragraph Subject
No. No. No.
1) (2) 3) 4)
2 4 3.9 Extra expenditure

due to delay in
finalisation of
tenders

Reply from the Department

(6)

It is informed that the department shall take necessary steps to
avoid this kind of delay for causing the additional burden to the
Government Treasury and to follow the period of time fixed by the
Government. In this connection the Committee is also informed that
the suitable instructions has been given to the concerned Department
Officials in this subject vide Project Director, TNRSP-II, Chennai-28.
Memo No.Accts.l/PAC/10/2016, dated 09.05.2016.

Committee's Observations/Recommendations
(5)

The Committee views that the delay in finalisation of tender
has become a routine feature which need to be reviewed by the
Department. It should be ensured in future that such delay do not
result in additional burden to the exchequre. The time limit
presecribed should be followed scrupulously without omission. The
Committee desires that the Department should strictly guard
against the recurrences of such lapses in future.

Comments of the committee

(7)

In view of the reply of the Department, and assurance to
take steps to avoid such delays in future, the recommendations
may not be pursued further. .
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APPENDIX-II

STATEMENT SHOWING THE OBSERVATIONS/ RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH THE COMMITTEE HAS DESIRED TO PURSUE
HIGHWAYS AND MINOR PORTS DEPARTMENT

Serial Recommendation Paragraph Subject
No. No. No.
1) 2) 3 4)
1 1 1.6 Avoidable expenditure due

to non finalization of tender
within the validity Tender.

Reply from the Department
(6)

It is informed that according to the Committee's information delay arisen in the
finalizing tenders will be investigated by department. Also, in future, it is informed
that the Department will scrupulously work to avoid the dealy and additional
burden to the Exchequer and limited time period said by Government will be
followed without omission.

(Replies received from the Highways and Minor Ports Department Vide U.O.Note
No0.3162/HF-1/2016-7, Dated: 7.2.2017)

Committee's Observations/Recommendations

()

Committee views that the delay in finalisation of tenders
has become a routine feature which need to be reviewed by
the Department. It should be ensured in future that such
delay does not result in additional burden to the exchequer
and the time limit prescribed by the Government should be
followed scrupulously without omission.

Comments of the Committee
(7)

Committee desires to know whether any instructions
has been issued to Departmental officials for scrupulously
following the time limits in finalisation of tenders to avoid
additional burden to the Exchequer.
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Serial Recommendation Paragraph Subject
No. No. No.
1) 2) 3 4)
2 2 2.3 Avoidable expenditure on

strengthening of National
Highway stretches under
the State Road Project.

Reply from the Department
(6)

The carriage way in km 70 - 92, 140, 15/8 & 2400 — 25/8 of
Villupuram Tirvwannamalai Road were in very bad condition,
necassary proposals for strengthening the above stretches
were submitted to the Government by the Chief Engineer. The
Gowvernment accorded its approval for the abowve way.

Committee's Observations/Recommendations
(5)

The Committee notes that the stretches were declared as
NH during February 2009 and CE (General) had addressed the
State Government for linking the roads specified in the
observation in the upgraded NH 234 on 29.4.2009. Hence it is
very clear that CE (General) was aware that the road was
declared as NH and hence inclusion of the same road under
CRIDP was not warranted. When no reply was received from
the Government in this regard, the CE should not have
proposed for strengthening the above stretches without a
categorical reply from N H. Though urgent repairs to the road
and required, a mention should have been made in the proposal
to Government for repairing the above stretches stating that the
point regarding the inclusion of the same in the NH 234 is
pending clarification from Government. It may be stated whether
such mention was made in the proposal? if not, it is clear that
the above stretches were intentionally repaired at the cost of
State Government. In such a case, the responsibility should be
fixed for such action. The above issues should have been
analyzed before giving administrative approval. The
implementing departments should put forth all the related issued
to the Government while applying for administrative approval.
The Committee desires to have a detailed reply in this regard.



Reply from the Department-Cont.,
(6)

Considering the condition of the carriageway importance intensity of
the traffic and intensity of the public to avoid the accident due to bad
condition of roads the works were completed.

Necessary instructions were issued to the concerned wing of the
department for not to handle / execute any work, after being notified as
National Highway.

The recommendations of the committee are noted and it is assured
that effective steps will be taken to avoid occurrence of such issues in
future.

Comments of the Committee
(7)

Committee is constrained to note that the
Department had failed to furnish the details of
documentation indicating the necessity for repairing the
stretches after notifying as National Highways Department
also failed to furnish detail of bringing the same to the
notice of the government in the proposal submitted

Details of instructions, if any, issued to the
concerned wing may also be forwarded to the Committee.
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Serial Recommendation Paragraph Subject
No. No. No.
1) 2) 3) 4)
3 5 4.1 General.

Reply from the Department
(6)

According to the Committee recommendations expeditious action will be taken
on all the recommendations in this report and the indicated specific time limits will
be followed and also it is informed that in other cases a final report of action taken
will be sent within six months in future.

Committee's Observations/Recommendations
(5)

The Committee desires that expeditious action should be
taken by the Government on all the recommendations in this
report. Wherever specific time limits have been indicated in
the recommendations, they should be adhered to. In other
cases, a final report of action taken should be sent within six
months.

Comments of the Committee

(7)

The status of submission of replies may be
updated to the committee.
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