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Summary of the National Workshop on “ESG Reporting — Strengthening Public
Assurance” (29" October 2025)

The International Centre for Environment Audit and Sustainable Development (1ICED) organised
a National Workshop on “ESG Reporting — Strengthening Public Assurance” on 29" October
2025 at its campus in Jaipur. A total of 21 participants from 08 field offices, including 08 IAAS
officers, attended the workshop. Ms. Meena Bisht, Director (Training & Research), iCED,

welcomed the participants and outlined the workshop’s objective—to enhance understanding of

ESG frameworks, strengthening ESG reporting and translating to public assurance.

Group photo of National Workshop on “ESG Reporting — Strengthening Public Assurance”

Dr. Abhishek Gupta, Director General, iCED, acknowledged the distinguished presence of Sh.
Anand Mohan Bajaj, DAI (Commercial & RC), Shri Sunil S. Dadhe, DAI (Retd.) along with
eminent faculties for the workshop in his opening remarks. In his inaugural address, he
highlighted iCED’s ongoing efforts in the area of sustainability auditing and informed about the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between iCED and IIT Madras in February 2025
for collaboration in research and capacity building on Environment Audit and ESG issues. He
shared that a pioneering course on the ‘Use of Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning in
Environment Audit and ESG’ was successfully launched earlier in the year. He also mentioned
that theme titled “Integrating Sustainability — Embedding ESG in Public Assurance’ has been
selected as one of the theme for upcoming Audit Diwas/AG’s Conference 2025 which

emphasises about the significance of ESG reporting in present context.
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He encouraged participants to engage actively and apply the learnings from the workshop in
their respective audit domains to strengthen transparency, governance, and sustainability

practices.

The Keynote Address was delivered by Shri Anand Mohan Bajaj, Deputy Comptroller and
Auditor General (Commercial & Report Central). He outlined the evolution of ESG reporting
globally—from the frameworks of GRI, SASB, and TCFD—and discussed its progressive
adoption in India through SEBI’s Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR)
framework. He highlighted the role of audit institutions in ensuring reliability and credibility of
ESG disclosures and appreciated iCED’s initiative to conduct such a timely and relevant
workshop. He also mentioned that the theme of “Integrating Sustainability: Embedding ESG in
Public Assurance” will be further deliberated at this year’s Audit Diwas.

During this one-day workshop, experts from IA&AD and other reputed organizations delivered
the sessions. The session-wise details are outlined below:
Session/s

Session Resource Person

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%=K>!='%%%=1<>!='%O%'%%%%O%'%%%=XX='%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Shri Sunil S. Dadhe, DAI (Retd.)
I and Shri Ajay Phatak, Trustee,
Ecological Society, Pune

Introduction: Evolution of ESG Concept and
Frameworks, Relation with SDGs, and
Correlation between ESG and BRSR

Shri Sunil S. Dadhe, DAI (Retd.)
I and Shri Ajay Phatak, Trustee,
Ecological Society, Pune

Group Exercise: Mapping of BRSR Indicators
with Annual Financial Reports

Shri Amit Goswami, Director
I1I (ESG & Impact Investments,

ESG and Climate Risk: Integrating Climate
Considerations in Project Appraisals & Tools

EGP) for ESG Measurement

Shri Sunil S. Dadhe, DAI (Retd.)
1A% and Shri Ajay Phatak, Trustee,
Ecological Society, Pune

Role of C&AG in ESG Reporting and
Strengthening Public Assurance

The one-day workshop provided participants with comprehensive exposure to the evolution of
ESG concepts, their alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the BRSR
framework introduced by SEBI. Participants actively engaged in a group exercise to map BRSR
indicators with annual financial reports, facilitating understanding of integrating sustainability
disclosures with financial data. Further, these group exercises highlighted various deficiencies
in these existing sustainability reports which further emphasised upon the role of Auditors and
C&AG in particularly in guiding implementation process as well as creating SoPs to ensure

compliance of ESG regulations and frameworks.

The third session on ESG and Climate risk further broadened the scope of ESG framework from

reporting disclosures to predictive model approach after taking climate related risk factors in
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consideration. The case studies shared by the faculty Sh. Amit Goswami sensitized the
participants towards shift to Climate Risk Management models and emphasized the significance
of climate-related risk assessment, ESG measurement tools, and the role of auditors in ensuring

public assurance in sustainability reporting.

In the valedictory session, Dr. Abhishek Gupta, Director General, iCED, appreciated esteemed
faculties for their valuable insights and time for their expert contributions in the workshop. He
also appreciated participants for active participation in group exercises and engaging with the
faculties throughout the workshop. He encouraged officers to apply the insights gained to
promote accountability, sustainability, and responsible governance through audit. The workshop
concluded with a vote of thanks to the DAI (Commercial & RC) for his inspiring keynote

address, distinguished faculty members and participants.

B i i o g

FHE2 -0~k k- K —H 4~ =Xk =k b K =1 =0 Xk Kk b K K~ R Kk k- Kk K K~ X Xk Kk i K =1 =0 X Rk b K i —H R ki Kk k- ik K =~ X Kk - —HE X < X Kk Kk i i —H R -k Kk Kk i K X K R K e e Ve K 5K



