


About the Centre 

The South Central Zone Cultural Centre (SCZCC), Nagpur is the youngest of the 
seven Zonal Cultural Centres established in India. It was set up in 1986 under 
the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, with its headquarters at Nagpur. 
The Centre covers the culturally diverse and linguistically varied states of 
Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Chhattisgarh. 

Each of these states boasts rich traditions of folk, tribal, and fine arts and 
crafts. The Centre is dedicated to promoting, preserving, and enriching these 
traditions through a variety of cultural activities. One of its core objectives is 
the preservation of fading and vanishing art forms, which are often 
threatened by modern societal changes, shifting values, and economic 
pressures. 

The Centre takes proactive steps to revive and sustain endangered arts and 
crafts, employing innovations such as audio-visual documentation and 
research-based programming. It operates with a strong commitment to the 
promotion, projection, and dissemination of India's cultural heritage. 

To ensure efficient and effective functioning, the Centre is guided by a robust 
institutional framework comprising a Governing Body, Executive Board, 
Finance Committee, and Programme Committee. These include: 

 The Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra as Chairman 
 The Union Minister for Culture 
 Culture Ministers and Secretaries from participating states 
 Chairpersons of Central and State Cultural Academies 
 Eminent individuals from the fields of art and culture 

These bodies provide policy direction, approve programmes, and sanction 
budgetary allocations. 

Since its inception, SCZCC has successfully organized numerous cultural 
programmes that celebrate the spirit of rural and tribal India, and encourage 
participation from across its zonal states. The Centre also identifies and 
rejuvenates disappearing traditional art forms through a dedicated Zonal Level 
Advisory Committee responsible for research and documentation. As of now, 
five vanishing art forms have been fully documented, with two more under 
process. 



A major milestone for the Centre was the establishment of Shilpgram at 
Khajuraho in 1997, which has become a prominent cultural site. The Centre 
offers infrastructure and logistic support including an Art Gallery, 
Documentation Cell, and Open Air Theatre, providing platforms for artists to 
exhibit and perform their work. 

Ethnic huts representing the cultures of Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Chhattisgarh have also been constructed on the campus, enhancing its 
aesthetic and cultural ambiance. These initiatives have made SCZCC a vibrant 
cultural hub that attracts art lovers and tourists alike. 

Further, the Centre has appointed nodal officers in each of the six states to 
help decentralize operations and expand outreach. These efforts are aimed at 
ensuring that the diverse art forms of the region continue to flourish under the 
Centre’s patronage. 

Through all its activities, the SCZCC continues to nurture and celebrate both 
ancient and contemporary artistic traditions, ensuring that the cultural nectar 
of India is preserved and passed on to future generations. 
 














